
 UserName Login
Not registered yet?

1991-1997: Oil Investment in Central Asia Follows Soviet
Collapse

  

November 1993: Enron Power Plant Creates Demand for an
Afghanistan Pipeline

  

The Dabhol power plant. [Source: Enron]

1994-1997: US Supports Taliban Rise to Power   

1995-November 2001: US Lobbies India Over Enron Power Plant   

September-October 1995: Unocal Obtains Turkmenistan Pipeline
Deal

  

December 1995: Caspian Sea Said to Contain Two-Thirds of
World’s Known Oil Reserves

  

1996-September 11, 2001: Enron Gives Taliban Millions in Bribes
in Effort to Get Afghan Pipeline Built

  

May 1996: US Seeks Stability in Afghanistan for Unocal Pipeline   

Robin Raphel. [Source: Mark Wilson /
Agence France-Presse]

June 24, 1996: Uzbekistan Cuts a Deal with Enron   

August 13, 1996: Unocal, Delta Oil Plan Afghan Pipeline   

After September 1996: Journalist Sees US and Taliban Combating
Russia over Central Asian Pipeline Issue

  

Ahmed Rashid. [Source:
Jane Scherr/ University
of California, Berkeley]

September 27, 1996: Victorious Taliban Supported by Pakistan;
Viewed by US, Unocal as Stabilizing Force

  

Taliban forces conquering Afghanistan. [Source: Banded
Artists Productions]

October 7, 1996: Future Bush Envoy to Afghanistan Wants US to
Help Taliban Unify Country, Build Pipeline

  

October 11, 1996: Afghan Pipeline Key to ‘One of the Great
Prizes of the 21st Century’

  

August 1997: CIA Monitors Central Asia for Oil Reserves   

October 27, 1997: Halliburton Announces Turkmenistan Project;
Unocal and Delta Oil Form Consortium

  

November 1997: Enron and Bin Laden Family Team Up for
Project

  

December 1997: Unocal Establishes Pipeline Training Facility
Near Bin Laden’s Compound

  

Thomas Gouttierre.
[Source: University
of Nebraska]

December 4, 1997: Taliban Representatives Visit Unocal in Texas   

Taliban representatives in Texas, 1997. [Source:
Lions Gate Films]

February 12, 1998: Unocal VP Advocates Afghan Pipeline Before
Congress

  

April 17, 1998: US Official Meets with Taliban; Promote Afghan
Pipeline

  

Bill Richardson. [Source:
BBC]

June 1998: Enron Shuts Down Uzbekistan Pipeline Project   

June 23, 1998: Halliburton CEO Dick Cheney Discusses
Importance of Oil Reserves in Caspian Basin

  

Cheney while CEO of Halliburton. [Source: Public
domain]

10:35-10:39 a.m., August 7, 1998: Al-Qaeda Bombs US Embassies
in Kenya and Tanzania, Killing Over 200

  

Bombings of the Nairobi, Kenya, US embassy (left), and the Dar es
Salaam, Tanzania, US embassy (right). [Source: Associated Press] (click
image to enlarge)

August 9, 1998: Northern Alliance Stronghold Conquered by
Taliban; Pipeline Project Now Looks Promising

  

August 20, 1998: US Fires on Al-Qaeda’s Afghan Training Camps,
Sudanese Facility

  

El Shifa Plant in Sudan. [Source: US government]

August 22, 1998: Mullah Omar Calls State Department and
Expresses Interest in Confidential Dialogue

  

State Department official
Michael Malinowski.
[Source: Reuters /
Corbis]

October 1998: Military Analyst Goes Where Spies Fail to Go, but
Her Efforts Are Rejected

  

Julie Sirrs. [Source: Julie Sirrs]

December 5, 1998: Unocal Abandons Afghan Pipeline Project   

Late 1998: Taliban Stall Pipeline Negotiations to Keep Western
Powers at Bay

  

1999: US Ready to Fight For Oil, Especially in Persian Gulf and
Caspian Regions

  

June 1999: Enron Plans Power Plant with Bin Laden Family   

July-August 1999: Taliban Leaders Visit US   

July 4, 1999: Executive Order Issued Against Taliban   

December 20, 1999: Iran Said to Be Supporting Conflict in
Afghanistan to Further Their Own Pipeline Plans

  

October 12, 2000: USS Cole Bombed by Al-Qaeda   

Damage to the USS Cole. [Source:
Department of Defense]

December 19, 2000: US Seeks Taliban Overthrow; Considers
Russia-US Invasion of Afghanistan

  

January 21, 2001: Bush Administration Takes Over; Many Have
Oil Industry Connections

  

The Chevron oil tanker named after National
Security Advisor Rice. [Source: ABC News]

Late February 2001: Enron Influences Cheney’s Energy Task
Force to Help Troubled Dabhol Plant

  

March 1, 2001: Taliban Disregard International Opinion and
Destroy Giant Buddha Statues

  

Destruction of the Buddhas of Bamiyan.
[Source: CNN]

May 2001: US Army Sees ‘Military Implications’ for Caspian Sea
Oil Pipelines

  

May 2001: Feith, Perle, and Wolfowitz Discuss Iraq Invasion;
Scowcroft Initially Favorable

  

May 16, 2001: Vice President Cheney’s Energy Plan Foresees
Government Helping US Companies Expand into New Markets

  

National Energy Policy report.
[Source: Climate Change
Technology Program]
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The Soviet Union collapses in 1991, creating several new nations in Central Asia.
Major US oil companies, including ExxonMobil, Texaco, Unocal, BP Amoco, Shell,
and Enron, directly invest billions in these Central Asian nations, bribing heads of
state to secure equity rights in the huge oil reserves in these regions. The oil
companies commit to $35 billion in future direct investments in Kazakhstan. It is
believed at the time that these oil fields will have an estimated $6 trillion
potential value. US companies own approximately 75 percent of the rights. These
companies, however, face the problem of having to pay exorbitant prices to Russia
for use of the Russian pipelines to get the oil out. [NEW YORKER, 7/9/2001; ASIA TIMES,
1/26/2002]
Entity Tags: Enron, Unocal, Soviet Union, Kazakhstan, Russia, ExxonMobil, Royal
Dutch/Shell, British Petroleum, Texaco
Timeline Tags: Peak Oil
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, US Dominance

The Indian government approves
construction of Enron’s Dabhol power
plant, located near Bombay on the west
coast of India. Enron has invested $3
billion, the largest single foreign
investment in India’s history. Enron owns
65 percent of the Dabhol liquefied
natural gas power plant, intended to
provide one-fifth of India’s energy needs
by 1997. [INDIAN EXPRESS, 2/27/2000; ASIA
TIMES, 1/18/2001] It is the largest gas-fired
power plant in the world. Earlier in the
year, the World Bank concluded that the
plant was “not economically viable” and
refused to invest in it. [NEW YORK TIMES,
3/20/2001]
Entity Tags: World Bank, India, Enron
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

Journalist Ahmed Rashid, a long-time expert on Pakistan and Afghanistan, will
later write in a book about the Taliban that the US supported the Taliban in its
early years. “Between 1994 and 1996, the USA supported the Taliban politically
through its allies Pakistan and Saudi Arabia, essentially because Washington
viewed the Taliban as anti-Iranian, anti-Shia, and pro-Western. Between 1995 and
1997, US support was even more driven because of its backing for the Unocal
[pipeline] project.” He notes that many US diplomats “saw them as messianic do-
gooders—like born-again Christians from the American Bible Belt.” [DREYFUSS, 2005,
PP. 326] Selig Harrison, a long-time regional expert with extensive CIA ties, will
later say that he complained at the time about how Pakistani ISI support of the
Taliban was backed by the CIA. “I warned them that we were creating a monster.”
[TIMES OF INDIA, 3/7/2001] There is evidence the CIA may have helped supply the
Taliban with weapons during the first months of their rise to power (see October
1994).
Entity Tags: Taliban, Ahmed Rashid, Selig Harrison
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, Pakistan and the ISI, Hunt for Bin Laden

Enron’s $3 billion Dabhol, India power plant runs into trouble in 1995 when the
Indian government temporarily cancels an agreement. The plant is projected to
get its energy from the proposed Afghan pipeline and deliver it to the Indian
government. Enron leader Ken Lay travels to India with Commerce Secretary Ron
Brown the same year, and heavy lobbying by US officials continue in subsequent
years. By summer 2001, the National Security Council leads a “Dabhol Working
Group” with officials from various cabinet agencies to get the plant completed and
functioning. US pressure on India intensifies until shortly before Enron files for
bankruptcy in December 2001. US officials later claim their lobbying merely
supported the $640 million of US government investment in the plant. But critics
say the plant received unusually strong support under both the Clinton and Bush
administrations. [NEW YORK DAILY NEWS, 1/18/2002; WASHINGTON POST, 1/19/2002]
Entity Tags: Clinton administration, Bush administration, Kenneth Lay, India, Ronald H.
Brown, Enron, National Security Council
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

Oil company Unocal signs an $8 billion deal with Turkmenistan to construct two
pipelines (one for oil, one for gas), as part of a larger plan for two pipelines
intended to transport oil and gas from Turkmenistan through Afghanistan and into
Pakistan. Before proceeding further, however, Unocal needs to execute
agreements with Pakistan and Afghanistan; Pakistan and Ahmed Shah Massoud’s
government in Afghanistan, however, have already signed a pipeline deal with an
Argentinean company. Henry Kissinger, hired as speaker for a special dinner in New
York to announce the Turkmenistan pipeline deal, says the Unocal plan represents
a “triumph of hope over experience.” Unocal will later open an office in Kabul,
weeks after the Taliban capture of the capital in late 1996 and will interact with
the Taliban, seeking support for its pipeline until at least December 1997. [COLL,
2004, PP. 301-13, 329, 338, 364-66]
Entity Tags: Ahmed Shah Massoud, Unocal, Taliban, Turkmenistan, Pakistan,
Afghanistan, Henry A. Kissinger
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

The American Petroleum Institute asserts that the states bordering the Caspian
Sea, north of Afghanistan, contain two-thirds of the world’s known reserves, or
659 billion barrels. Such numbers spur demand for an Afghan pipeline. However, by
April 1997, estimates drop to 179 billion barrels. [MIDDLE EAST JOURNAL, 9/22/2000]
This is still substantial, but the estimates continue to drop in future years (see
November 1, 2002).
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, US Dominance

The Associated Press will later report that the Enron corporation bribes Taliban
officials as part of a “no-holds-barred bid to strike a deal for an energy pipeline in
Afghanistan.” Atul Davda, a senior director for Enron’s International Division, will
later claim, “Enron had intimate contact with Taliban officials.” Presumably this
effort began around 1996, when a power plant Enron was building in India ran into
trouble and Enron began an attempt to supply it with natural gas via a planned
pipeline through Afghanistan (see 1995-November 2001 and June 24, 1996). In
1997, Enron executives privately meet with Taliban officials in Texas (see
December 4, 1997). They are “given the red-carpet treatment and promised a
fortune if the deal [goes] through.” It is alleged Enron secretly employs CIA agents
to carry out its dealings overseas. According to a CIA source, “Enron proposed to
pay the Taliban large sums of money in a ‘tax’ on every cubic foot of gas and oil
shipped through a pipeline they planned to build.” This source claims Enron paid
more than $400 million for a feasibility study on the pipeline and “a large portion
of that cost was pay-offs to the Taliban.” Enron continues to encourage the Taliban
about the pipeline even after Unocal officially gives up on the pipeline in the wake
of the African embassy bombings (see December 5, 1998). An investigation after
Enron’s collapse in 2001 (see December 2, 2001) will determine that some of this
pay-off money ended up funding al-Qaeda. [ASSOCIATED PRESS, 3/7/2002]
Entity Tags: Atul Davda, Enron, Taliban, Central Intelligence Agency
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

Robin Raphel, Deputy Secretary of State for South
Asia, speaks to the Russian Deputy Foreign Minister
about Afghanistan. She says that the US
government “now hopes that peace in the region
will facilitate US business interests,” such as the
proposed Unocal gas pipeline from Turkmenistan
through Afghanistan to Pakistan. [COLL, 2004, PP.
330]
Entity Tags: Unocal, Robin Raphel, Russia
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

Uzbekistan signs a deal with Enron “that could lead to joint development of the
Central Asian nation’s potentially rich natural gas fields.” [HOUSTON CHRONICLE,
6/25/1996] The $1.3 billion venture teams Enron with the state companies of Russia
and Uzbekistan. [HOUSTON CHRONICLE, 6/30/1996] On July 8, 1996, the US government
agrees to give $400 million to help Enron and an Uzbek state company develop
these natural gas fields. [OIL & GAS JOURNAL, 7/8/1996]
Entity Tags: Enron, Uzbekistan
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

Unocal and Delta Oil of Saudi Arabia reach agreement with state companies in
Turkmenistan and Russia to build a natural gas pipeline from Turkmenistan to
Pakistan via Afghanistan; the agreement is finalized in 1997. [UNOCAL, 8/13/1996]
Entity Tags: Unocal, Delta Oil
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

Ahmed Rashid, correspondent for the Far Eastern Economic
Review and The Daily Telegraph, conducts extensive
investigative research in Afghanistan after the Taliban
conquest of Kabul. As he will later write in his 2000 book,
Taliban: Militant Islam, Oil and Fundamentalism in Central
Asia, he sees a “massive regional polarization between the
USA, Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and the Taliban on one side and
Iran, Russia, the Central Asian states and the anti-Taliban
alliance on the other. While some focused on whether there
was a revival of the old CIA-ISI connection from the Afghan
jihad era, it became apparent to me that the strategy over
pipelines had become the driving force behind Washington’s
interest in the Taliban, which in turn was prompting a
counter-reaction from Russia and Iran. But exploring this
was like entering a labyrinth, where nobody spoke the truth

or divulged their real motives or interests. It was the job of a detective rather
than a journalist because there were few clues. Even gaining access to the real
players in the game was difficult, because policy was not being driven by
politicians and diplomats, but by the secretive oil companies and intelligence
services of the regional states.” [RASHID, 2001, PP. 163]
Entity Tags: Pakistan, Iran, Russia, Ahmed Rashid, Saudi Arabia, Taliban
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

The Taliban conquer Kabul
[ASSOCIATED PRESS, 8/19/2002] ,
establishing control over much
of Afghanistan. A surge in the
Taliban’s military successes at
this time is later attributed to
an increase in direct military
assistance from Pakistan’s ISI.
[NEW YORK TIMES, 12/8/2001] The
oil company Unocal is hopeful
that the Taliban will stabilize
Afghanistan and allow its
pipeline plans to go forward.
According to some reports,
“preliminary agreement [on

the pipeline] was reached between the [Taliban and Unocal] long before the fall of
Kabul .… Oil industry insiders say the dream of securing a pipeline across
Afghanistan is the main reason why Pakistan, a close political ally of America’s,
has been so supportive of the Taliban, and why America has quietly acquiesced in
its conquest of Afghanistan.” [DAILY TELEGRAPH, 10/11/1996] The 9/11 Commission
later concludes that some State Department diplomats are willing to “give the
Taliban a chance” because it might be able to bring stability to Afghanistan, which
would allow a Unocal oil pipeline to be built through the country. [9/11 COMMISSION,
3/24/2004]
Entity Tags: Taliban, US Department of State, Pakistan Directorate for Inter-Services
Intelligence, Unocal, 9/11 Commission
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, Pakistan and the ISI

In a Washington Post op-ed, Zalmay Khalilzad calls on the US to deal with the
Taliban in Afghanistan. “It is time for the United States to reengage.…The Taliban
does not practice the anti-US style of fundamentalism practiced by Iran—it is
closer to the Saudi model.” He calls on the US to help the Taliban “put Afghanistan
on a path toward peace,” noting that continuing violence “has been a source of
regional instability and an obstacle to building pipelines to bring Central Asian oil
and gas to Pakistan and the world markets.” [WASHINGTON POST, 10/7/1996] However,
by 2000, Khalilzad will sour on the Taliban. In a speech in March 2000, he will
state, “Afghanistan was and is a possible corridor for the export of oil and gas
from the Central Asian states down to Pakistan and to the world. A California
company called Unocal was interested in exploring that option, but because of the
war in Afghanistan, because of the instability that’s there, those options, or that
option at least, has not materialized.” [LOS ANGELES WORLD AFFAIRS COUNCIL, 3/9/2000]
Entity Tags: United States, Taliban, Unocal, Zalmay M. Khalilzad
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

The Daily Telegraph publishes an interesting article about pipeline politics in
Afghanistan. “Behind the tribal clashes that have scarred Afghanistan lies one of
the great prizes of the 21st century, the fabulous energy reserves of Central Asia.…
‘The deposits are huge,’ said a diplomat from the region. ‘Kazakhstan alone may
have more oil than Saudi Arabia. Turkmenistan is already known to have the fifth
largest gas reserves in the world.’” [DAILY TELEGRAPH, 10/11/1996]
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, US Dominance

The CIA creates a secret task force to monitor Central Asia’s politics and gauge its
wealth. Covert CIA officers, some well-trained petroleum engineers, travel
through southern Russia, Azerbaijan, Kazakhstan, and Turkmenistan to sniff out
potential oil reserves. [TIME, 5/4/1998]
Entity Tags: Central Intelligence Agency
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, US Dominance

Halliburton, a company headed by future Vice President Dick Cheney, announces a
new agreement to provide technical services and drilling for Turkmenistan. The
press release mentions, “Halliburton has been providing a variety of services in
Turkmenistan for the past five years.” On the same day, a consortium to build a
pipeline through Afghanistan is formed. It is called CentGas, and the two main
partners are Unocal and Delta Oil of Saudi Arabia. [HALLIBURTON, 10/27/1997;
CENTGAS, 10/27/1997]
Entity Tags: Centgas, Halliburton, Inc., Turkmenistan, Richard (“Dick”) Cheney
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

Industry newsletter reports that Saudi Arabia has abandoned plans for open bids on
a $2 billion power plant near Mecca, deciding that the government will build it
instead. Interestingly, one of the bids was made by a consortium of Enron, the
Saudi Binladin Group (run by Osama’s family), and Italy’s Ansaldo Energia.
[ALEXANDER'S GAS & OIL CONNECTIONS, 1/22/1998]
Entity Tags: Saudi Arabia, Saudi Binladin Group, Ansaldo Energia, Enron
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, Bin Laden Family

Unocal pays University of Nebraska $900,000 to set up a training
facility near Osama bin Laden’s Kandahar compound, to train
400 Afghan teachers, electricians, carpenters and pipe fitters in
anticipation of using them for their pipeline in Afghanistan. One
hundred and fifty students are already attending classes in
southern Afghanistan. Unocal is playing University of Nebraska
professor Thomas Gouttierre to develop the training program.
Gouttierre travels to Afghanistan and meets with Taliban
leaders, and also arranges for some Taliban leaders to visit the
US around this time (see December 4, 1997). [DAILY TELEGRAPH,
12/14/1997; COLL, 2004, PP. 364] It will later be revealed that the
CIA paid Gouttierre to head a program at the University of
Nebraska that created textbooks for Afghanistan promoting
violence and jihad (see 1984-1994). Gouttierre will continue to
work with the Taliban after Unocal officially cuts off ties with

them. For instance, he will host some Taliban leaders visiting the US in 1999 (see
July-August 1999).
Entity Tags: Taliban, Unocal, Osama bin Laden, University of Nebraska, Thomas
Gouttierre
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

Representatives of the Taliban are
invited guests to the Texas headquarters
of Unocal to negotiate their support for
the pipeline. Future President George W.
Bush is Governor of Texas at the time.
The Taliban appear to agree to a $2
billion pipeline deal, but will do the deal
only if the US officially recognizes the
Taliban regime. The Taliban meet with US
officials. According to the Daily
Telegraph, “the US government, which in
the past has branded the Taliban’s

policies against women and children ‘despicable,’ appears anxious to please the
fundamentalists to clinch the lucrative pipeline contract.” A BBC regional
correspondent says that “the proposal to build a pipeline across Afghanistan is part
of an international scramble to profit from developing the rich energy resources of
the Caspian Sea.” [BBC, 12/4/1997; DAILY TELEGRAPH, 12/14/1997] It has been claimed
that the Taliban meet with Enron officials while in Texas (see 1996-September 11,
2001). Enron, headquartered in Texas, has an large financial interest in the
pipeline at the time (see June 24, 1996). The Taliban also visit Thomas Gouttierre,
an academic at the University of Nebraska, who is a consultant for Unocal and also
has been paid by the CIA for his work in Afghanistan (see 1984-1994 and December
1997). Gouttierre takes them on a visit to Mt. Rushmore. [DREYFUSS, 2005, PP. 328-
329]
Entity Tags: Unocal, Thomas Gouttierre, Clinton administration, Enron, George W.
Bush, Taliban
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

Unocal Vice President John J. Maresca—later to become a Special Ambassador to
Afghanistan—testifies before the House of Representatives that until a single,
unified, friendly government is in place in Afghanistan, the trans-Afghan pipeline
will not be built. He suggests that with a pipeline through Afghanistan, the Caspian
basin could produce 20 percent of all the non-OPEC oil in the world by 2010. [US
CONGRESS, 2/12/1998]
Entity Tags: US Congress, Unocal, John J. Maresca
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

Bill Richardson, the US Ambassador to the UN, meets
Taliban officials in Kabul. (All such meetings are illegal,
because the US still officially recognizes the government
the Taliban ousted as the legitimate rulers of
Afghanistan.) US officials at the time call the oil and gas
pipeline project a “fabulous opportunity” and are
especially motivated by the “prospect of circumventing
Iran, which offers another route for the pipeline.”
[BOSTON GLOBE, 9/20/2001] Richardson tries to persuade
the Taliban to hand over Osama bin Laden to the US,
promising to end the international isolation of the
Taliban if they cooperate. [REEVE, 1999, PP. 195; US
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 1/30/2004]
Entity Tags: Taliban, Osama bin Laden, Bill Richardson

Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, Hunt for Bin Laden

Enron’s agreement from 1996 (see June 24, 1996) to develop natural gas with
Uzbekistan is not renewed. Enron closes its office there. The reason for the
“failure of Enron’s flagship project” is an inability to get the natural gas out of the
region. Uzbekistan’s production is “well below capacity” and only 10 percent of its
production is being exported, all to other countries in the region. The hope was to
use a pipeline through Afghanistan, but “Uzbekistan is extremely concerned at the
growing strength of the Taliban and its potential impact on stability in Uzbekistan,
making any future cooperation on a pipeline project which benefits the Taliban
unlikely.” A $12 billion pipeline through China is being considered as one solution,
but that wouldn’t be completed until the end of the next decade at the earliest.
[ALEXANDER'S GAS & OIL CONNECTIONS, 10/12/1998]
Entity Tags: Taliban, China, Uzbekistan, Enron
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

Speaking at a “Collateral Damage
Conference” hosted by the Cato
Institute, Halliburton CEO Dick Cheney
says, “[W]e oftentimes find ourselves
operating in some very difficult places.
The good Lord didn’t see fit to put oil
and gas only where there are
democratically elected regimes friendly
to the United States. Occasionally we
have to operate in places where, all
things considered, one would not
normally choose to go. But, we go where
the business is.” During this speech he
also emphasizes the importance of the

Caspian Basin. “I can’t think of a time when we’ve had a region emerge as
suddenly to become as strategically significant as the Caspian. It’s almost as if the
opportunities have arisen overnight,” he says. [CATO INSTITUTE, 6/23/1998; CHICAGO
TRIBUNE, 8/10/2000]
Entity Tags: Richard (“Dick”) Cheney
Timeline Tags: Events Leading to Iraq Invasion
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, US Dominance

Two US embassies in
Africa are bombed
within minutes of
each other. At 10:35,
local time, a suicide
car bomb attack in
Nairobi, Kenya, kills
213 people, including
12 US nationals, and
injures more than
4,500. Mohamed al-
Owhali and someone

known only as Azzam are the suicide bombers, but al-Owhali runs away at the last
minute and survives. Four minutes later, a suicide car bomb attack in Dar es
Salaam, Tanzania, kills 11 and injures 85. The attacks are blamed on al-Qaeda.
Hamden Khalif Allah Awad is the suicide bomber there. [PBS FRONTLINE, 2001; UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA V. USAMA BIN LADEN, ET AL., DAY 38, 5/2/2001] The Tanzania death toll
is low because, remarkably, the attack takes place on a national holiday so the US
embassy there is closed. [MILLER, STONE, AND MITCHELL, 2002, PP. 195] The attack
shows al-Qaeda has a capability for simultaneous attacks. The Tanzania bombing
appears to have been a late addition, as one of the arrested bombers allegedly
told US agents that it was added to the plot only about 10 days in advance. [UNITED
STATE OF AMERICA V. USAMA BIN LADEN, ET AL., DAY 14, 3/7/2001] A third attack against
the US embassy in Uganda does not take place due to a last minute delay (see
August 7, 1998). [ASSOCIATED PRESS, 9/25/1998] August 7, 1998, is the eighth
anniversary of the arrival of US troops in Saudi Arabia, and some speculate that is
the reason for the date of the bombings. [GUNARATNA, 2003, PP. 46] In the 2002 book
The Cell, reporters John Miller, Michael Stone, and Chris Miller will write, “What
has become clear with time is that facets of the East Africa plot had been known
beforehand to the FBI, the CIA, the State Department, and to Israeli and Kenyan
intelligence services.… [N]o one can seriously argue that the horrors of August 7,
1998, couldn’t have been prevented.” They will also comment, “Inexplicable as
the intelligence failure was, more baffling still was that al-Qaeda correctly
presumed that a major attack could be carried out by a cell that US agents had
already uncovered.” [MILLER, STONE, AND MITCHELL, 2002, PP. 195, 206] After 9/11, it
will come to light that three of the alleged hijackers, Khalid Almihdhar, Nawaf
Alhazmi, and Salem Alhazmi, had some involvement in the bombings (see October
4, 2001, Late 1999, and 1993-1999) and that the US intelligence community was
aware of this involvement by late 1999 (see December 15-31, 1999), if not before.
Entity Tags: Hamden Khalif Allah Awad, Mohamed al-Owhali, Salem Alhazmi, Khalid
Almihdhar, Azzam, Al-Qaeda, Nawaf Alhazmi
Category Tags: Warning Signs, Hunt for Bin Laden, Pipeline Politics, Ali Mohamed, 1998
US Embassy Bombings, Alleged Al-Qaeda Linked Attacks

The Northern Alliance capital of Afghanistan, Mazar-i-Sharif, is conquered by the
Taliban. Military support of Pakistan’s ISI plays a large role; there is even an
intercept of an ISI officer stating, “My boys and I are riding into Mazar-i-Sharif.”
[NEW YORK TIMES, 12/8/2001] This victory gives the Taliban control of 90 percent of
Afghanistan, including the entire proposed pipeline route. CentGas, the
consortium behind the gas pipeline that would run through Afghanistan, is now
“ready to proceed. Its main partners are the American oil firm Unocal and Delta
Oil of Saudi Arabia, plus Hyundai of South Korea, two Japanese companies, a
Pakistani conglomerate and the Turkmen government.” However, the pipeline
cannot be financed unless the government is officially recognized. “Diplomatic
sources said the Taliban’s offensive was well prepared and deliberately scheduled
two months ahead of the next UN meeting” where members are to decide whether
the Taliban should be recognized. [DAILY TELEGRAPH, 8/13/1998]
Entity Tags: Centgas, Taliban, Pakistan Directorate for Inter-Services Intelligence,
Northern Alliance
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, Pakistan and the ISI

The US fires 66 missiles at six al-
Qaeda training camps in
Afghanistan and 13 missiles at a
pharmaceutical factory in
Khartoum, Sudan, in retaliation
for the US embassy bombings.
[WASHINGTON POST, 10/3/2001] The
US insists the attacks are aimed
at terrorists “not supported by
any state,” despite obvious
evidence to the contrary. The
Sudanese Al Shifa factory is hit in the middle of the night when it is unoccupied.
Intelligence will later suggest that the factory had no links to bin Laden (see
September 23, 1998). Between six and 30 people are killed in the Afghanistan
attacks. But no important al-Qaeda figures die. [OBSERVER, 8/23/1998; NEW YORKER,
1/24/2000; WRIGHT, 2006, PP. 285] At least one of the missiles accidentally landed
inside Pakistan and Pakistan may have been able to build their own cruise missile
from examining the remains. There are additional reports that bin Laden was able
to sell unexploded missiles to China for more than $10 million. [WRIGHT, 2006, PP.
285] President Clinton is soon widely accused of using the missile strike to distract
the US public from a personal sex scandal (see August 17-Late August 1998).
Entity Tags: Al-Qaeda, Clinton administration
Category Tags: Hunt for Bin Laden, Pipeline Politics, 1998 US Embassy Bombings, Osama
Bin Laden, Pakistan and the ISI

Two days after the US missile strikes on militant training
camps in Afghanistan (see August 20, 1998), top Taliban
leader Mullah Omar unexpectedly telephones the State
Department in Washington. He talks to Michael Malinowski,
office director for Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Bangladesh in
the Bureau of South Asian Affairs. Although Mullah Omar
does not threaten the US, he suggests that the missile strikes
could spark more terrorist attacks. He says the Taliban is
open to the idea of establishing a secure communication
channel with US officials, possibly through the US embassy in
Pakistan (there is no embassy in Afghanistan). The State
Department comments, “Omar’s contact with a US official is
rather remarkable, given his reclusive nature and his past
avoidance of contact with all things American.” [US
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 8/23/1998  ; US DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
1/14/2002] The US then sends the Taliban some evidence of

bin Laden’s militant activities (see August 23, 1998), but it appears the secure
communications channel never materializes.
Entity Tags: Taliban, Michael Malinowski, US Department of State, Mullah Omar
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, 1998 US Embassy Bombings

Julie Sirrs, a military analyst for the Defense
Intelligence Agency (DIA), travels to Afghanistan.
Fluent in local languages and knowledgeable
about the culture, she had made a previous
undercover trip there in October 1997. She is
surprised that the CIA was not interested in
sending in agents after the failed missile attack
on bin Laden in August 1998, so she returns at
this time. Traveling undercover, she meets with
Northern Alliance leader Ahmed Shah Massoud.
She sees a terrorist training center in Taliban-
controlled territory. Sirrs claims, “The Taliban’s
brutal regime was being kept in power
significantly by bin Laden’s money, plus the
narcotics trade, while [Massoud’s] resistance was
surviving on a shoestring. With even a little aid to
the Afghan resistance, we could have pushed the
Taliban out of power. But there was great

reluctance by the State Department and the CIA to undertake that.” She partly
blames the interest of the US government and the oil company Unocal to see the
Taliban achieve political stability to enable a trans-Afghanistan pipeline (see May
1996) (see September 27, 1996). She claims, “Massoud told me he had proof that
Unocal had provided money that helped the Taliban take Kabul.” She also states,
“The State Department didn’t want to have anything to do with Afghan resistance,
or even, politically, to reveal that there was any viable option to the Taliban.”
After two weeks, she returns with a treasure trove of maps, photographs, and
interviews. [ABC NEWS, 2/18/2002; NEW YORK OBSERVER, 3/11/2004] By interviewing
captured al-Qaeda operatives, she learns that the official Afghanistan airline,
Ariana Airlines, is being used to ferry weapons and drugs, and learns that bin
Laden goes hunting with “rich Saudis and top Taliban officials” (see Mid-1996-
October 2001) (see 1995-2001). [LOS ANGELES TIMES, 11/18/2001] When she returns
from Afghanistan, her material is confiscated and she is accused of being a spy.
Says one senior colleague, “She had gotten the proper clearances to go, and she
came back with valuable information,” but high level officials “were so intent on
getting rid of her, the last thing they wanted to pay attention to was any
information she had.” She is cleared of wrongdoing, but her security clearance is
pulled. She eventually quits the DIA in frustration in 1999. [ABC NEWS, 2/18/2002;
NEW YORK OBSERVER, 3/11/2004] Congressman Dana Rohrabacher (R) will later claim
that the main DIA official behind the punishment of Sirrs is Lt. Gen. Patrick
Hughes, who later becomes “one of the top officials running the Department of
Homeland Security.” [DANA ROHRABACHER, 6/21/2004]
Entity Tags: Patrick Hughes, Defense Intelligence Agency, Julie Sirrs, Osama bin Laden,
US Department of State, Ariana Airlines, Northern Alliance, Al-Qaeda, Taliban, Central
Intelligence Agency, Ahmed Shah Massoud, Unocal
Category Tags: Hunt for Bin Laden, Drugs, Pipeline Politics

Unocal announces it is withdrawing from the CentGas pipeline consortium, and
closing three of its four offices in Central Asia. President Clinton refuses to extend
diplomatic recognition to the Taliban, making business there legally problematic. A
concern that Clinton will lose support among women voters for upholding the
Taliban plays a role in the cancellation. [NEW YORK TIMES, 12/5/1998]
Entity Tags: Centgas, William Jefferson (“Bill”) Clinton, Unocal, Taliban
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

During the investigation of the August 7, 1998 US embassy bombings (see 10:35-
10:39 a.m., August 7, 1998), FBI counterterrorism expert John O’Neill finds a
memo by al-Qaeda leader Mohammed Atef on a computer. The memo shows that
bin Laden’s group has a keen interest in and detailed knowledge of negotiations
between the Taliban and the US over an oil and gas pipeline through Afghanistan.
Atef’s analysis suggests that the Taliban are not sincere in wanting a pipeline, but
are dragging out negotiations to keep Western powers at bay. [SALON, 6/5/2002]
Entity Tags: Mohammed Atef, United States, Taliban, John O’Neill, Al-Qaeda
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, Hunt for Bin Laden

A top level US policy document explicitly confirms the US military’s readiness to
fight a war for oil. The report, Strategic Assessment 1999, prepared for the US
Joint Chiefs of Staff and the secretary of defense, states, “energy and resource
issues will continue to shape international security,” and if an oil “problem”
arises, “US forces might be used to ensure adequate supplies.” Oil conflicts over
production facilities and transport routes, particularly in the Persian Gulf and
Caspian regions, are specifically envisaged. [SYDNEY MORNING HERALD, 5/20/2003]
Entity Tags: United States
Timeline Tags: Events Leading to Iraq Invasion
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, Alleged Iraq-Al-Qaeda Links, US Dominance

Enron announces an agreement to build a $140 million power plant in the Gaza
Strip, between Israel and Egypt. One of the major financiers for the project is the
Saudi Binladin Group, a company owned by bin Laden’s family. This is the second
attempted project between these two companies. Ninety percent complete, the
construction will be halted because of Palestinian-Israeli violence and then Enron’s
bankruptcy. [WASHINGTON POST, 3/2/2002]
Entity Tags: Saudi Binladin Group, Enron
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, Bin Laden Family

About a dozen Afghan leaders visit the US. They are militia commanders, mostly
Taliban, and some with ties to al-Qaeda. A few are opponents of the Taliban. Their
exact names and titles remain classified. For five weeks, they visit numerous
locales in the US, including Mt. Rushmore. All their expenses are paid by the US
government and the University of Nebraska. Thomas Gouttierre, an academic
heading an Afghanistan program at the University of Nebraska, hosts their visit.
Gouttierre is working as a consultant to Unocal at the time, and some Taliban
visits to the US are paid for by Unocal, such as a visit two years earlier (see
December 4, 1997). However, it is unknown if Unocal plays a role in this particular
trip. Gouttierre had previously been paid by the CIA to create Afghan textbooks
promoting violence and jihad (see 1984-1994). It is unknown if any of these visitors
meet with US officials during their trip. [CHICAGO TRIBUNE, 10/21/2001]
Entity Tags: Thomas Gouttierre, University of Nebraska, Taliban, Unocal
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

With the chances of a pipeline deal with the Taliban looking increasingly unlikely,
President Clinton finally issues an executive order prohibiting commercial
transactions with the Taliban. The order also freezes the Taliban’s US assets.
Clinton blames the Taliban for harboring bin Laden. [CNN, 7/6/1999; US PRESIDENT,
7/12/1999]
Entity Tags: Taliban, Osama bin Laden, William Jefferson (“Bill”) Clinton
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, Hunt for Bin Laden

The BBC explains one reason why the Northern Alliance has been able to hold out
for so long in its civil war against the Taliban in Afghanistan: “Iran has stirred up
the fighting in order to make sure an international oil pipeline [goes] through its
territory and not through Afghanistan.” [BBC, 12/20/1999]
Entity Tags: Iran, Northern Alliance, Taliban
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

The USS Cole is bombed in the Aden, Yemen
harbor by two al-Qaeda militants, Hassan al-
Khamri and Ibrahim al-Thawar (a.k.a. Nibras).
Seventeen US soldiers are killed and 30 are
wounded. The CIA will later conclude that with
just slightly more skilled execution, the attack
would have killed 300 and sunk the ship. [ABC
NEWS, 10/13/2000; COLL, 2004, PP. 532; 9/11
COMMISSION, 7/24/2004, PP. 191] The Islamic Army
of Aden (IAA) immediately takes credit for the
attack. This is a Yemen-based Muslim militant
group widely believed to have close ties to al-
Qaeda (see 1996-1997 and After). [GUARDIAN,

10/14/2000] The IAA statement is released by its spokesman, Abu Hamza al-Masri
(see Early 1997, (June 1998), and December 28, 1998 and After). Abu Hamza says
that the attack was timed to mark the anniversary of the execution of the IAA’s
former commander (see October 17, 1999). [O'NEILL AND MCGRORY, 2006, PP. 184] The
prime minister of Yemen at the time of the bombing will say shortly after 9/11,
“The Islamic Army was part of al-Qaeda.” [GUARDIAN, 10/13/2001] The US soon learns
the names of some al-Qaeda operatives involved in the attack, including Khalid
Shaikh Mohammed, Tawfiq bin Attash and Fahad al-Quso (see Early December
2000), and Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri (see November-December 2000). 9/11 hijackers
Ramzi bin al-Shibh (see Around September 15-16 and October 10-21, 2000) and
Khalid Almihdhar (see Around October 12, 2000) may also have been involved. This
is a repeat of a previously attempted attack, against the USS The Sullivans, which
failed and was apparently undetected (see January 3, 2000). [LOS ANGELES TIMES,
12/22/2002] The 9/11 Commission will later say the Cole bombing “was a full-
fledged al-Qaeda operation, supervised directly by bin Laden. He chose the target
and location of the attack, selected the suicide operatives, and provided the
money needed to purchase explosives and equipment.” [9/11 COMMISSION, 7/24/2004,
PP. 190]
Entity Tags: Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, Tawfiq bin Attash, Ramzi bin al-Shibh, Islamic
Army of Aden, USS Cole, Osama bin Laden, Ibrahim al-Thawar, Khalid Almihdhar,
Fahad al-Quso, Abd al-Rahim al-Nashiri, Hassan al-Khamri, Al-Qaeda
Category Tags: Warning Signs, Hunt for Bin Laden, Pipeline Politics, 2000 USS Cole
Bombing, Yemeni Militant Collusion, Alleged Al-Qaeda Linked Attacks

The Washington Post reports, “The United States has quietly begun to align itself
with those in the Russian government calling for military action against
Afghanistan and has toyed with the idea of a new raid to wipe out Osama bin
Laden. Until it backed off under local pressure, it went so far as to explore
whether a Central Asian country would permit the use of its territory for such a
purpose.” Russia and the US are discussing “what kind of government should
replace the Taliban. Thus, while claiming to oppose a military solution to the
Afghan problem, the United States is now talking about the overthrow of a regime
that controls nearly the entire country, in the hope it can be replaced with a
hypothetical government that does not exist even on paper.” [WASHINGTON POST,
12/19/2000] It appears that all pre-9/11 plans to invade Afghanistan involve
attacking from the north with Russia.
Entity Tags: United States, Osama bin Laden, Taliban, Russia
Category Tags: Hunt for Bin Laden, Pipeline Politics

George W. Bush is inaugurated as the 43rd US
President, replacing Bill Clinton. The only
Cabinet-level figure to remain permanently
in office is CIA Director Tenet, appointed in
1997 and reputedly a long-time friend of
George H. W. Bush. FBI Director Louis Freeh
stays on until June 2001. Numerous figures in
Bush’s administration have been directly
employed in the oil industry, including Bush,
Vice President Cheney, and National Security
Adviser Rice. Rice had been on Chevron’s
Board of Directors since 1991, and even had
a Chevron oil tanker named after her. [SALON,

11/19/2001] It is later revealed that Cheney is still being paid up to $1 million a
year in “deferred payments” from Halliburton, the oil company he headed.
[GUARDIAN, 3/12/2003] Enron’s ties also reach deep into the administration.
[WASHINGTON POST, 1/18/2002]
Entity Tags: William Jefferson (“Bill”) Clinton, Condoleezza Rice, Richard (“Dick”)
Cheney, George W. Bush, George J. Tenet, Louis J. Freeh, Enron
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

Vice President Cheney is holding a series of secret energy task force meetings to
determine the Bush administration’s future energy policy. Starting at this time,
Enron leader Ken Lay and other Enron officials take part in a least half a dozen of
these secret meetings. After one such meeting, Cheney’s energy task force
changes a draft energy proposal to include a provision boosting oil and natural gas
production in India. The amendment is so narrow that it apparently is targeted to
only help Enron’s troubled Dabhol power plant in India. [WASHINGTON POST,
1/19/2002]
Entity Tags: Enron, Bush administration, Kenneth Lay, Richard (“Dick”) Cheney
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

The Taliban begins blowing up two giant
stone Buddhas of Bamiyan—ancient
statues carved into an Afghan
mountainside, which are considered
priceless treasures. They face great
international condemnation in response,
but no longer seem to be courting
international recognition. Apparently,
even ISI efforts to dissuade them fail.
[TIME, 8/4/2002; TIME, 8/4/2002] Pakistan
President Pervez Musharraf wrote Taliban
head Mullah Omar a four-page letter
urging him not to blow up the statues,
and the letter was secretly hand-
delivered to Omar by IS Director Lt. Gen.

Mahmood Ahmed, but the letter had no effect. [RASHID, 2008, PP. 409] Omar had
previously announced the statues would not be harmed and even opened a
National Museum in 2000. The change in policy appears to be due to bin Laden’s
growing influence. Journalist Kathy Gannon will later write, “bin Laden’s hardliner
rhetoric set the policy, and he campaigned vigorously for the destruction of the
statues.” The destruction of the statues further isolates the Taliban
internationally, leaving them more dependent on bin Laden’s generosity. [GANNON,
2005, PP. 79-81]
Entity Tags: Pervez Musharraf, Mahmood Ahmed, Taliban, Mullah Omar, Osama bin
Laden
Category Tags: Hunt for Bin Laden, Pipeline Politics, Pakistan and the ISI, Mahmood
Ahmed

An article published in Military Review, which bills itself as “the professional
journal for the US Army,” states, “the Caspian Sea appears to be sitting on yet
another sea—a sea of hydrocarbons.… The presence of these oil reserves and the
possibility of their export raises new strategic concerns for the United States and
other Western industrial powers. As oil companies build oil pipelines from the
Caucasus and Central Asia to supply Japan and the West, these strategic concerns
gain military implications.” [SCOTT, 2007, PP. 20, 281]
Entity Tags: US Department of the Army
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, US Dominance

According to FBI whistleblower Sibel Edmonds, “Four months before 9/11”, FBI
monitoring overhears Undersecretary of Defense Douglas Feith, Pentagon adviser
Richard Perle, and Deputy Secretary of Defense Paul Wolfowitz “discussing with
the Turkish ambassador in Washington an arrangement whereby the US would
invade Iraq and divide the country.… They were negotiating what Turkey required
in exchange for allowing an attack from Turkish soil.” National Security Adviser
Brent Scowcroft, later a critic of the Iraq War, is initially in favor of the plan, but
will later drop his support when it becomes clear Turkish demands for control of
the Kurdish region in northern Iraq will not be granted. [THE AMERICAN CONSERVATIVE,
11/1/2009]
Entity Tags: Sibel Edmonds, Brent Scowcroft, Douglas Feith, Federal Bureau of
Investigation, Paul Wolfowitz
Timeline Tags: Events Leading to Iraq Invasion
Category Tags: Sibel Edmonds, Pipeline Politics, US Dominance

Vice President Cheney’s National Energy Policy
Development Group releases its energy plan. The plan,
titled Reliable, Affordable, and Environmentally Sound
Energy for America’s Future, warns that the quantity of
oil imported per day will need to rise more than fifty
percent to 16.7 million barrels by 2020. “A significant
disruption in world oil supplies could adversely affect our
economy and our ability to promote key foreign and
economic policy objectives, regardless of the level of US
dependence on oil imports,” the report explains. To
meet the US’s rising demand for oil, the plan calls for
expanded oil and gas drilling on public land and the
easing of regulatory barriers to building nuclear power
plants. [US PRESIDENT, 5/16/2001, PP. 8.5  ; ASSOCIATED
PRESS, 12/9/2002; GUARDIAN, 1/23/2003] 
Emphasis on Foreign Oil - The report places substantial

emphasis on oil from the Persian Gulf region. Its chapter on “strengthening global
alliances” states: “By any estimation, Middle East oil producers will remain central
to world oil security. The Gulf will be a primary focus of US international energy
policy.” [US PRESIDENT, 5/16/2001, PP. 8.5  ] But it also suggests that the US cannot
depend exclusively on traditional sources of supply to provide the growing amount
of oil that it needs and will have to obtain substantial supplies from new sources,
such as the Caspian states, Russia, Africa, and the Atlantic Basin. Additionally, it
notes that the US cannot rely on market forces alone to gain access to these added
supplies, but will also require a significant effort on the part of government
officials to overcome foreign resistance to the outward reach of American energy
companies. [JAPAN TODAY, 4/30/2002] 
Revamping of Clean Air Act - The plan also calls for a clarification of the New
Source Review section of the Clean Air Act, which requires energy companies to
install state-of-the-art emission control technology whenever it makes major
modifications to its plants. The administration’s energy plan gives the
Environmental Protection Agency 90 days to review NSR and determine whether it
is discouraging companies from constructing or expanding power plants and
refineries. It also instructs the attorney general to review current NSR litigation
efforts against utility companies to determine whether those efforts are
contributing to the country’s energy problems. “The outcome could determine
whether the government drops some cases, approaches others more leniently, or
even renegotiates settlements already reached,” the New York Times reports. [US
PRESIDENT, 5/16/2001, PP. 8.5  ; NEW YORK TIMES, 5/18/2001] 
Dodging the EPA - The representative of the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) on the task force had blocked the recommendation of a technique called
“hydraulic fracturing.” Sometimes called “fracking,” the technique, used to
extract natural gas from the earth, often contaminates aquifers used for drinking
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May 23, 2001: Former Unocal Employee Becomes Bush’s Special
Assistant to Middle East and Central Asia

  

Zalmay Khalilzad. [Source: US
Embassy, Iraq]

June 2001: Enron Shuts Down Expensive Indian Plant After
Afghan Pipeline Fails to Materialize

  

June 27, 2001: India and Pakistan Discuss Building Pipeline
Project Through Iran

  

Mid-July 2001: John O’Neill Rails Against White House and Saudi
Obstructionism

  

July 21, 2001: US Official Threatens Possible Military Action
Against Taliban by October if Pipeline Is Not Pursued

  

Niaz Naik. [Source: Calcutta
Telegraph (left)]

August 2, 2001: US Official Secretly Meets Taliban Ambassador in
Last Attempt to Secure Pipeline Deal

  

Christina Rocca. [Source:
Sherwin Crasto / Reuters
/ Corbis]

August 2-3, 2001: Taliban Official Predicts US Will Invade
Afghanistan by Mid-October, Possibly in Response to Major Attack
Inside US

  

September 11, 2001: The 9/11 Attack: 3,000 Die in New York
City and Washington, D.C.

  

The September 11, 2001 attacks. From left to right: The World Trade
Center, Pentagon, and Flight 93 crash. [Source: unknown] (click image to
enlarge)

October 5, 2001: Study Reveals Significant Oil and Gas Deposits
in Afghanistan

  

October 9, 2001: Afghan Pipeline Idea Is Revived   

December 2, 2001: Enron Files for Bankruptcy   

Enron’s logo.
[Source: Enron]

December 8, 2001: US Oil Companies to Invest $200 Billion in
Kazakhstan

  

December 22, 2001: Karzai Assumes Power in Afghanistan   

Hamid Karzai. [Source: United
States Agency for International
Development]

January 1, 2002: Ex-Unocal Employee Becomes US Special Envoy
to Afghanistan

  

February 9, 2002: Pakistani and Afghan Leaders Revive
Afghanistan Pipeline Idea

  

February 14, 2002: US Military Bases Line Afghan Pipeline Route   

May 30, 2002: Afghan, Turkmen, and Pakistani Leaders Sign
Pipeline Deal

  

Leaders sign the pipeline
agreement. [Source: Associated
Press]

July 16, 2002: Blair Claims Attack on Afghanistan Only Possible
After 9/11

  

November 1, 2002: Caspian Oil Potential Was Wildly
Overestimated

  

December 27, 2002: Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Turkmenistan
Agree on Building Pipeline

  

January 18, 2005: Plans for a Trans-Afghanistan Pipeline
Continue

  

April 2, 2005: US Reconsidering Opposition to Gas Pipeline?   

May 28, 2006: Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan Oil Pipeline Opens   

August 8, 2009: Sibel Edmonds Testifies Under Oath   

extract natural gas from the earth, often contaminates aquifers used for drinking
water and irrigation. The recommendation was removed to placate the EPA
official, then quietly reinserted into the final draft. Halliburton, Cheney’s former
firm, is the US leader in the use of hydraulic fracturing. [DUBOSE AND BERNSTEIN,
2006, PP. 18] 
Cheney Stayed Largely behind the Scenes - Much of the task force’s work was done
by a six-member staff, led by executive director Andrew Lundquist, a former aide
to senators Ted Stevens (R-AK) and Frank Murkowski (R-AK). Lundquist served as
the Bush-Cheney campaign’s energy expert, earning the nickname “Light Bulb”
from the president. Lundquist will leave the Bush administration and become a
lobbyist for such firms as British Petroleum, Duke Energy, and the American
Petroleum Institute. Much of the report is shaped by Lundquist and his colleagues,
who in turn relied heavily on energy company executives and their lobbyists. For
himself, Cheney did not meet openly with most of the participants, remaining
largely behind the scenes. He did meet with Enron executive Kenneth Lay (see
April 17, 2001 and After), with officials from Sandia National Laboratories to
discuss their economic models of the energy industry, with energy industry
consultants, and with selected Congressmen. Cheney also held meetings with oil
executives such as British Petroleum’s John Browne that are not listed on the task
force’s calendar. [WASHINGTON POST, 7/18/2007] 
Controversial Meetings with Energy Executives - Both prior to and after the
publication of this report, Cheney and other Task Force officials meet with
executives from Enron and other energy companies, including one meeting a
month and a half before Enron declares bankruptcy in December 2001 (see After
January 20, 2001), Mid-February, 2001, March 21, 2001, March 22, 2001, April 12,
2001, and April 17, 2001). Two separate lawsuits are later filed to reveal details of
how the government’s energy policy was formed and whether Enron or other
players may have influenced it, but the courts will eventually allow the Bush
administration to keep the documents secret (see May 10, 2005). [ASSOCIATED PRESS,
12/9/2002]
Entity Tags: Kenneth Lay, Halliburton, Inc., Environmental Protection Agency, Enron,
Andrew Lundquist, Bush administration, American Petroleum Institute, Richard
(“Dick”) Cheney, British Petroleum, Duke Energy, John Browne
Timeline Tags: Bush's Environmental Record, Events Leading to Iraq Invasion, Peak Oil
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, US Dominance

Zalmay Khalilzad is appointed Special Assistant to the
President and Senior Director for Gulf, Southwest Asia
and Other Regional Issues on the National Security
Council. Khalilzad was an official in the Reagan and
George H. W. Bush administrations. During the Clinton
years, he worked for Unocal. [US DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
2001; INDEPENDENT, 1/10/2002] He previously worked
under Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz and
helped him write a controversial 1992 plan for US
world domination.(see March 8, 1992) [NEW YORK TIMES,
3/23/2003] He was a member of the neoconservative
think tank Project for the New American Century. The
Asia Times notes, “It was Khalilzad—when he was a
huge Taliban fan—who conducted the risk analysis for
Unocal (Union Oil Company of California) for the
infamous proposed $2 billion, 1,500 kilometer-long
Turkmenistan-Afghanistan-Pakistan [TAP] gas pipeline.”
[ASIA TIMES, 12/25/2003] After 9/11, he will be appointed
as special envoy to Afghanistan (see January 1, 2002) and then US ambassador to
Afghanistan (see November 2003).
Entity Tags: Unocal, Paul Wolfowitz, Project for the New American Century, National
Security Council, Taliban, Zalmay M. Khalilzad
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

Enron’s power plant in Dabhol, India, is shut down. The failure of the $3 billion
plant, Enron’s largest investment, contributes to Enron’s bankruptcy in December.
Earlier in the year, India stopped paying its bill for the energy from the plant,
because energy from the plant cost three times the usual rates. [NEW YORK TIMES,
3/20/2001] Enron had hoped to feed the plant with cheap Central Asian gas, but this
hope was dashed when a gas pipeline through Afghanistan was not completed. The
larger part of the plant is still only 90 percent complete when construction stops
around this time. [NEW YORK TIMES, 3/20/2001] Enron executives meet with
Commerce Secretary Donald L. Evans about its troubled Dabhol power plant during
this year [NEW YORK TIMES, 2/21/2002] , and Vice President Cheney lobbies the leader
of India’s main opposition party about the plant this month. [NEW YORK TIMES,
2/21/2002]
Entity Tags: Enron, Richard (“Dick”) Cheney, India, Donald L. Evans
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

The Wall Street Journal reports that Pakistan and India are discussing jointly
building a gas pipeline from Central Asian gas fields through Iran to circumvent the
difficulties of building the pipeline through Afghanistan. Iran has been secretly
supporting the Northern Alliance to keep Afghanistan divided so no pipelines could
be put through it. [WALL STREET JOURNAL, 6/27/2001]
Entity Tags: Northern Alliance, India, Pakistan
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

FBI counterterrorism expert John O’Neill privately discusses White House
obstruction in his bin Laden investigation. O’Neill says, “The main obstacles to
investigate Islamic terrorism were US oil corporate interests and the role played by
Saudi Arabia in it.” He adds, “All the answers, everything needed to dismantle
Osama bin Laden’s organization, can be found in Saudi Arabia.” O’Neill also
believes the White House is obstructing his investigation of bin Laden because they
are still keeping the idea of a pipeline deal with the Taliban open (see July 21,
2001). [IRISH TIMES, 11/19/2001; BRISARD AND DASQUIE, 2002, PP. XXIX; CNN, 1/8/2002; CNN,
1/9/2002]
Entity Tags: John O’Neill, Bush administration, Taliban, Osama bin Laden
Category Tags: Saudi Arabia, Pipeline Politics, Terrorism Financing

Three former American officials, Tom Simons (former US
Ambassador to Pakistan), Karl Inderfurth (former Deputy
Secretary of State for South Asian Affairs), and Lee
Coldren (former State Department expert on South Asia)
meet with Pakistani and Russian intelligence officers in a
Berlin hotel. [SALON, 8/16/2002] This is the third of a series
of back-channel conferences called “brainstorming on
Afghanistan.” Taliban representatives sat in on previous
meetings, but boycotted this one due to worsening
tensions. However, the Pakistani ISI relays information
from the meeting to the Taliban. [GUARDIAN, 9/22/2001] At
the meeting, Coldren passes on a message from Bush
officials. He later says, “I think there was some
discussion of the fact that the United States was so
disgusted with the Taliban that they might be considering

some military action.” [GUARDIAN, 9/26/2001] Accounts vary, but former Pakistani
Foreign Secretary Niaz Naik later says he is told by senior American officials at the
meeting that military action to overthrow the Taliban in Afghanistan is planned to
“take place before the snows started falling in Afghanistan, by the middle of
October at the latest.” The goal is to kill or capture both bin Laden and Taliban
leader Mullah Omar, topple the Taliban regime, and install a transitional
government of moderate Afghans in its place. Uzbekistan and Russia would also
participate. Naik also says, “It was doubtful that Washington would drop its plan
even if bin Laden were to be surrendered immediately by the Taliban.” [BBC,
9/18/2001] One specific threat made at this meeting is that the Taliban can choose
between “carpets of bombs” —an invasion—or “carpets of gold” —the pipeline.
[BRISARD AND DASQUIE, 2002, PP. 43] Naik contends that Tom Simons made the
“carpets” statement. Simons claims, “It’s possible that a mischievous American
participant, after several drinks, may have thought it smart to evoke gold carpets
and carpet bombs. Even Americans can’t resist the temptation to be mischievous.”
Naik and the other American participants deny that the pipeline was an issue at
the meeting. [SALON, 8/16/2002]
Entity Tags: Uzbekistan, Tom Simons, Russia, Pakistan Directorate for Inter-Services
Intelligence, Mullah Omar, Lee Coldren, Niaz Naik, Osama bin Laden, Karl Inderfurth,
Taliban, Bush administration
Category Tags: Hunt for Bin Laden, Pipeline Politics

Christina Rocca, Director of Asian Affairs at the State
Department, secretly meets the Taliban ambassador in
Islamabad, apparently in a last ditch attempt to secure a
pipeline deal. Rocca was previously in charge of contacts
with Islamic guerrilla groups at the CIA, and oversaw the
delivery of Stinger missiles to Afghan mujaheddin in the
1980s. [IRISH TIMES, 11/19/2001; BRISARD AND DASQUIE, 2002, PP.
45; SALON, 2/8/2002] Around the same time, US embassy
officials in Islamabad hold secret talks with Taliban security
chief Hameed Rasoli. [WASHINGTON POST, 10/29/2001]
Entity Tags: Taliban, Hameed Rasoli, Christina Rocca
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

A senior official in the Taliban’s defense ministry tells journalist Hamid Mir that
the US will soon invade Afghanistan. Mir will later recall that he is told, “[W]e
believe Americans are going to invade Afghanistan and they will do this before
October 15, 2001, and justification for this would be either one of two options:
Taliban got control of Afghanistan or a big major attack against American interests
either inside America or elsewhere in the world.” Mir reports this information
before 9/11, presumably in the newspaper in Pakistan that he works for. [BERGEN,
2006, PP. 287] Interestingly, Afghan warlord Gulbuddin Hekmatyar made a similar
prediction to Mir several months before (see April 2001). Also, several weeks
earlier, US officials reportedly passed word to Taliban officials in a back channel
meeting that the US may soon attack Afghanistan if the Taliban do not cooperate
on building an oil and gas pipeline running through the country. According to one
participant in the meeting, the US attack would take place “by the middle of
October at the latest” (see July 21, 2001).
Entity Tags: Taliban, Hamid Mir
Category Tags: Warning Signs, Pipeline Politics

The 9/11 attack:
Four planes are
hijacked, two crash
into the WTC, one
into the Pentagon,
and one crashes into
the Pennsylvania
countryside. Nearly
3,000 people are
killed.
Entity Tags: World Trade Center, Pentagon, Al-Qaeda, United Airlines, American
Airlines
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Warning Signs, Pipeline Politics, Al-Qaeda in Germany, Alhazmi and
Almihdhar, Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, Israel, Alleged Iraq-Al-Qaeda Links, Saudi
Arabia, Pakistan and the ISI, US Dominance, Zacarias Moussaoui, Nabil Al-Marabh,
Counterterrorism Action Before 9/11, Ali Mohamed, Able Danger, Mohamed Atta,
Robert Wright and Vulgar Betrayal, Military Exercises, Mamoun Darkazanli, BMI and
Ptech, Osama Bin Laden, Phoenix Memo, Remote Surveillance, Al Taqwa Bank,
Terrorism Financing, Al-Qaeda Malaysia Summit, Yemen Hub, Alleged Al-Qaeda Linked
Attacks, Counterterrorism Policy/Politics, Training Exercises

Contrary to popular belief, Afghanistan “has significant oil and gas deposits.
During the Soviets’ decade-long occupation of Afghanistan, Moscow estimated
Afghanistan’s proven and probable natural gas reserves at around five trillion cubic
feet and production reached 275 million cubic feet per day in the mid-1970s.”
Nonstop war since has prevented further exploitation. [ASIA TIMES, 10/5/2001] A later
article suggests that the country may also have as much copper as Chile, the
world’s largest producer, and significant deposits of coal, emeralds, tungsten,
lead, zinc, uranium ore, and more. Estimates of Afghanistan’s natural wealth may
even be understated, because surveys were conducted decades ago, using less-
advanced methods and covering limited territory. [HOUSTON CHRONICLE, 12/23/2001]
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

US Ambassador Wendy Chamberlin meets with the Pakistani oil minister. She is
briefed on the gas pipeline project from Turkmenistan, across Afghanistan, to
Pakistan, which appears to be revived “in view of recent geopolitical
developments” —in other words, the 9/11 attacks. [FRONTIER POST, 10/10/2001]
Entity Tags: Wendy Chamberlin, Pakistan
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

Enron files for Chapter 11 bankruptcy—the biggest bankruptcy
in history up to that date. [BBC, 1/10/2002] However, in 2002
Enron will reorganize as a pipeline company and will continue
working on its controversial Dabhol power plant. [HOUSTON
BUSINESS JOURNAL, 3/15/2002]
Entity Tags: Enron
Timeline Tags: Bush's Environmental Record
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

During a visit to Kazakhstan in Central Asia, Secretary of State Powell states that
US oil companies are likely to invest $200 billion in Kazakhstan alone in the next
five to ten years. [NEW YORK TIMES, 12/15/2001]
Entity Tags: Colin Powell
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, US Dominance

Afghan Prime Minister Hamid Karzai and his
transitional government assume power in
Afghanistan. It was reported a few weeks before that
he had been a paid consultant for Unocal at one time
(Karzai and Unocal both deny this), as well as Deputy
Foreign Minister for the Taliban. [LE MONDE (PARIS),
12/13/2001; CNN, 12/22/2001]
Entity Tags: Unocal, Hamid Karzai, Taliban
Timeline Tags: War in Afghanistan
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, Afghanistan

Zalmay Khalilzad, already Special Assistant to the President and Senior Director for
Gulf, Southwest Asia and Other Regional Issues, and a prominent neoconversative
(see May 23, 2001), is appointed by Bush as a special envoy to Afghanistan. [BBC,
1/1/2002] In his former role as Unocal adviser, Khalilzad participated in negotiations
with the Taliban to build a pipeline through Afghanistan. He also wrote op-eds in
the Washington Post in 1997 (see October 7, 1996) supporting the Taliban regime,
back when Unocal was hoping to work with the Taliban. [INDEPENDENT, 1/10/2002] He
will be appointed US ambassador to Afghanistan in 2003 (see November 2003).
Entity Tags: Unocal, Hamid Karzai, Taliban, Zalmay M. Khalilzad
Timeline Tags: War in Afghanistan
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, Afghanistan

Pakistani President Musharraf and Afghan leader Hamid Karzai announce their
agreement to “cooperate in all spheres of activity” including the proposed Central
Asian pipeline, which they call “in the interest of both countries.” [IRISH TIMES,
2/9/2002; GULF NEWS, 9/2/2002]
Entity Tags: Hamid Karzai, Pervez Musharraf
Timeline Tags: War in Afghanistan
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, Afghanistan

The Israeli newspaper Ma’ariv notes: “If one looks at the map of the big American
bases created [in the Afghan war], one is struck by the fact that they are
completely identical to the route of the projected oil pipeline to the Indian
Ocean.” Ma’ariv also states, “Osama bin Laden did not comprehend that his
actions serve American interests… If I were a believer in conspiracy theory, I would
think that bin Laden is an American agent. Not being one I can only wonder at the
coincidence.” [CHICAGO TRIBUNE, 3/18/2002]
Entity Tags: United States, Osama bin Laden
Timeline Tags: War in Afghanistan
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, US Dominance, Afghanistan

Afghanistan’s interim leader, Hamid Karzai,
Turkmenistan’s President Niyazov, and Pakistani
President Musharraf meet in Islamabad and sign a
memorandum of understanding on the trans-
Afghanistan gas pipeline project. [DAWN (KARACHI),
5/31/2002; ALEXANDER'S GAS & OIL CONNECTIONS,
6/8/2002] Afghan leader Hamid Karzai (who formerly
worked for Unocal) calls Unocal the “lead
company” in building the pipeline. [BBC, 5/13/2002]
The Los Angeles Times comments, “To some here,
it looked like the fix was in for Unocal when
President Bush named a former Unocal consultant,
Zalmay Khalilzad, as his special envoy to
Afghanistan late last year .” [LOS ANGELES TIMES,
5/30/2002] Unocal claims that it has no interest in
any Afghanistan pipeline after 9/11. However,
Afghan officials say that Unocal will be the lead
company in funding the pipeline. The Afghan

deputy minister of mines comments on Unocal’s claim of disinterest: “Business has
its secrets and mysteries. Maybe… they don’t want it to be disclosed in the
media.” [TORONTO STAR, 3/2/2003]
Entity Tags: Hamid Karzai, Saparmurat Niyazov, Unocal, Pervez Musharraf, George W.
Bush, Zalmay M. Khalilzad
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, US Dominance

British Prime Minister Tony Blair states, “We knew about al-Qaeda for a long time.
They were committing terrorist acts, they were planning, they were organizing.
Everybody knew, we all knew, that Afghanistan was a failed state living on drugs
and terror. We did not act.… To be truthful about it, there was no way we could
have got the public consent to have suddenly launched a campaign on Afghanistan
but for what happened on September 11.” [LONDON TIMES, 7/17/2002] In a book
released one month later, Clinton’s former National Security Adviser Sandy Berger
will similarly state, “You show me one reporter, one commentator, one member of
Congress who thought we should invade Afghanistan before September 11 and I’ll
buy you dinner in the best restaurant in New York City.” [MILLER, STONE, AND
MITCHELL, 2002, PP. 219]
Entity Tags: Al-Qaeda, Sandy Berger, Tony Blair
Category Tags: Hunt for Bin Laden, Pipeline Politics

Steven Mann, Director of the State Department’s Caspian Basin Energy Policy
Office, points out that the Caspian Sea nations contain 50 billion barrels of proven
oil reserves. [ASSOCIATED PRESS, 11/1/2002] “Caspian oil represents four percent of
the world reserves. It will never dominate the world markets, but it will have an
important role to play,” said Mann. He concludes that the Caspian Sea energy “will
not be a second Persian Gulf.” [ASSOCIATED PRESS, 11/1/2002] In late 1995, the
American Petroleum Institute asserted that the states bordering the Caspian Sea
contained 659 billion barrels of oil (see December 1995).
Entity Tags: Steven Mann
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, US Dominance

Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Turkmenistan reach an agreement in principle to build
the Trans-Afghanistan Pipeline, a $3.2 billion project that has been delayed for
many years. Skeptics say the project would require an indefinite foreign military
presence in Afghanistan. [BBC, 5/30/2002; ASSOCIATED PRESS, 12/26/2002; BBC,
12/27/2002] As of mid-2004, construction has yet to begin.
Entity Tags: Afghanistan, Pakistan, Turkmenistan
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

The US ambassador to Turkmenistan states that US companies might join a long-
delayed trans-Afghan natural gas pipeline project. The Turkmenistan government
says a feasibility study for the $3.5 billion pipeline is complete and construction
will begin in 2006. The project’s main sponsor is the Asian Development Bank. The
pipeline is to run from Turkmenistan through Herat and Kandahar in Afghanistan,
through the Pakistani cities of Quetta and Multan, and on to India. [ASSOCIATED
PRESS, 1/18/2005] However, in August 2005 it will be reported that security concerns
are still causing delays in approval of the project. A NATO representative will say,
“People here are able to see what the Iraqi insurgency can do despite the
presence of 150,000 foreign troops. Why not do the same in Afghanistan?” [SYDNEY
MORNING HERALD, 8/25/2005]
Entity Tags: Asian Development Bank, Turkmenistan
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, US Dominance

Asian News International reports that according to official Pakistani sources the US
government is reconsidering its opposition to the $4.2 billion dollar Iran-Pakistan-
India gas pipeline (see 1993). The Bush administration has been opposed to the
proposed pipeline on grounds that it would help Iran, a potential target of future
US military strikes. But since the consortium is hoping to involve US corporations,
these companies are apparently putting pressure on the White House to back the
pipeline. Without the approval of the US government, the companies would be
barred from participating in the pipeline’s construction. According to sources, the
US is considering pursuing a strategy that would leverage its possible support for
the pipeline against Iran in its disagreement over the country’s nuclear program.
[NEWS (ISLAMABAD), 4/2/2005]
Entity Tags: Bush administration
Timeline Tags: US confrontation with Iran
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics

The first oil pumped from Baku, by the Caspian Sea in Azerbaijan, arrives in
Ceyhan, on Turkey’s Mediterranean coast, and is loaded onto a ship. The 1,770 km
pipeline, which passes through the Georgian capital of Tbilisi, bypasses Russia and
Iran for geopolitical reasons. The main shareholder is British Petroleum, and other
significant shareholders include the State Oil Company of Azerbaijan (SOCAR),
Statoil of Norway, and the US company Unocal, which has an 8.9% interest and
became interested in the project no later than 1998. Unocal begins losing interest
in a pipeline across Afghanistan around the same time (see December 5, 1998).
Substantial amounts to finance the $3-4 billion Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan (BTC) pipeline
were arranged by the World Bank’s International Finance Corporation and the
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development. The consortium members put
up the remaining 30%. [US CONGRESS, 2/12/1998; ALEXANDER'S GAS AND OIL CONNECTIONS,
7/12/2002; GUARDIAN, 12/1/2003; GUARDIAN, 5/26/2005; EURASIA DAILY MONITOR, 5/31/2005;
TURKISH WEEKLY, 5/29/2006] Journalist Pepe Escobar comments: “In terms of no-
holds-barred power politics and oil geopolitics, BTC is the real deal—a key
component in the US’s overall strategy of wrestling the Caucasus and Central Asia
away from Russia—and bypassing Iranian oil and gas routes… BTC makes little sense
in economic terms. Oil experts know that the most cost-effective routes from the
Caspian would be south through Iran or north through Russia. But BTC is a designer
masterpiece of power politics—from the point of view of Washington and its
corporate allies. US Vice President Dick Cheney, already in his previous incarnation
as Halliburton chief, has always been a huge cheerleader for the ‘strategically
significant’ BTC.” Escobar also mentions that the amount of Caspian oil was
overestimated (see November 1, 2002), “the Caspian may hold only 32 billion
barrels of oil—not much more than the reserves of Qatar, a small Gulf producer.”
[ASIA TIMES, 5/26/2005] However, the Caspian area is still believed to hold
considerable amounts of natural gas. The construction of this pipeline does not
halt plans for the construction of a natural gas pipeline from Turkmenistan across
Afghanistan to the Indian Ocean (see January 18, 2005).
Entity Tags: Pepe Escobar, Richard (“Dick”) Cheney, British Petroleum, Statoil, State
Oil Company of Azerbaijan, Unocal
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, US Dominance

FBI whistleblower Sibel Edmonds testifies under oath in a deposition for the
Schmidt v. Krikorian case. David Krikorian, a 2010 Democratic candidate for US
Representative of Ohio, had been sued by Jean Schmidt (R-OH) in response to his
claim that she had accepted “blood money” from the Turkish lobby in exchange for
opposing an Armenian genocide resolution. As part of his defense against Schmidt’s
charge that he had libeled her, Krikorian subpoenaed Edmonds’s testimony, as she
had previously spoken and written about corruption of members of Congress by the
Turkish Lobby. In two unrelated lawsuits prior to this one, Edmonds had been
blocked from testifying by former Attorney General John Ashcroft, under the State
Secrets Act. In Schmidt v. Krikorian, however, the Department of Justice under
Attorney General Eric Holder does not reinvoke the claim of “state secrets” or
otherwise move to block the testimony, and does not dispatch legal counsel to
raise objections during the deposition. At the deposition, Krikorian is represented
by Dan Marino of Mark Geragos’ law firm, Schmidt is represented by Bruce Fein,
and Edmonds has retained Stephen M. Kohn of the National Whistleblower Center.
Kohn says he has “asked [Sibel Edmonds] to limit her responses only to the
information that she believes to be publicly available or she has learned from
sources outside of her employment.” Marino begins his examination of Edmonds by
asking basic questions about her background and work with the FBI, then works
through a lengthy series of questions based on public statements Edmonds had
made regarding events she witnessed. Much of this information has previously
been reported, but for the first time, Edmonds is swearing to it under oath.
[EDMONDS, 8/8/2009] The following subjects were covered in attorney Dan Marino’s
initial examination of Sibel Edmonds: 
Edmonds' experience with her FBI co-worker Melek Can Dickerson and her husband,
Major Douglas Dickerson - Edmonds and her husband Matthew Edmonds had
previously said former FBI colleague Melek Can Dickerson and her husband, Major
Douglas Dickerson, attempted to bribe her to pass on sensitive information (see
December 2, 2001), and she confirms this. Edmonds had also previously reported
to Congress and the Justice Department Inspector General that Melek Can
Dickerson was spying for subjects of the FBI’s investigations (see (Late October
2001)), and she confirms this as well. [EDMONDS, 8/8/2009, PP. 22-34, 38] 
Turkish entities targeted by FBI investigations of influence and espionage - When
asked if the American Turkish Council was a target of FBI investigations (see Late
1990s-Early 2001, Edmonds confirms it, but when asked to identify others, she
declines to specifically name any. When asked about the “Turkish Lobby”, Edmonds
says there is an overt and a covert lobby. The covert lobby involves “trying to
obtain very sensitive, classified, highly classified US intelligence information,
weapons technology information, classified congressional records, recruiting—
recruiting key US individuals with access to highly sensitive information,
blackmailing, bribery.” She testifies the Turkish government is indirectly involved,
and that its concerns include access to US aid and weapons, as well as preventing
Congress from passing a resolution acknowledging the Turkish genocide of the
Armenians. [EDMONDS, 8/8/2009, PP. 26-41] 
Edmonds' 'State Secrets Privilege Gallery' - Marino asks the meaning of the ‘State
Secrets Privilege Gallery’ at her website, justacitizen.com (see January 6, 2008).
The gallery is a collection of photos without names; Edmonds explains it features
the subjects of FBI investigations Edmonds was part of during her time as an FBI
translator, whose names and criminal activities were being protected by claims of
State Secrets and the gag orders she had been placed under. The twenty-one
photos (including three place holders with question marks) feature current and
former State and Defense Dept. officials; current and former members of
Congress; and lobbyists and members of think tanks. Marino then names nine of
the people listed in the gallery, and asks why they’re listed. As it had been
reported by others that Marc Grossman was the person involved, Edmonds
discusses, in some detail, her knowledge of his involvement with a criminal
network stealing and selling US nuclear secrets (see January 6, 2008 and After), as
well as his disclosure to a Turkish agent that Brewster Jennings was a CIA front
company investigating nuclear trafficking (see Summer-Autumn 2001). Edmonds
discusses the others in more general terms; Dennis Hastert (R-IL), Dan Burton (R-
IN), Stephen Solarz (D-NY), Bob Livingston (R-LA) and Tom Lantos (D-CA) are all
variously accused of accepting bribes in exchange for serving the interests of
foreign governments, as well as involvement in blackmail and money laundering.
Lantos is also accused of “disclosing highest level protected US intelligence and
weapons technology information both to Israel and to Turkey.” Edmonds indicates
the question mark in the Congressional group is a bisexual woman and a current
member of Congress. Turkish agents wanted her to oppose an Armenian genocide
resolution, and because her husband was an influential businessman. Edmonds did
not include her photo in the gallery, and declines to name her in the deposition, as
she is unaware if the congresswoman had actually been blackmailed, or done
anything illegal. However, in an interview published in the November 2008
American Conservative, Edmonds names her as Jan Schakowsky (D-IL). [EDMONDS,
8/8/2009, PP. 42-84] 
Indirect knowledge of illicit Israeli influence on Congress - Asked if she is “aware
of the Israeli government or Israeli organizations influencing members of
Congress,” Edmonds responds, “Indirectly, based on how they work, some of the
largest Israeli lobby groups with the entities such as ATC and also the Turkish
diplomatic community and how they actually trained and make it possible for the
Turkish lobby and these entities to do it. [T]hey had training period in ‘96 and ‘98
from individuals that were sent to them from both [AIPAC] and JINSA, both the
lobbying, but also on… covering up the money track.” [EDMONDS, 8/8/2009, PP. 64] 
Behrooz Sarshar's testimony regarding FBI 9/11 foreknowledge - Marino asks
Edmonds about an entry on her Wikipedia page that said, “[Edmonds] claims that
the FBI received information in April 2001 from a reliable Iranian intelligence asset
that Osama bin Ladin was planning attacks on four to five cities with planes. Some
of the people were already in the country, and the attacks would happen in a few
months.” Edmonds clarifies that she knew of this incident from FBI translator
Behrooz Sarshar (see [April 2001 ), and her role was that she, “facilitated Mr.
Sharshar’s meeting with 9/11Commission and also with the Glenn Fine,
Department of Justice Inspector General’s Office, and… put him in touch with the
members of media.” [EDMONDS, 8/8/2009, PP. 66-67] 
How blackmail operations are conducted by Turkish operatives - Sibel Edmonds
explains how blackmail operations were conducted by Turkish agents. “[E]veryone
was taught in [FBI] counterintelligence—that the target[,] US persons, whether
they are in Congress or executive branch or whatever, first go by foreign entities
to what they refer to as hooking period, and it was very common; it’s a very
common way of trying to find vulnerability, and that is sexual, financial, any other
kinds of greeds, and it was… being done a lot, and in some cases certain people
from Pentagon would send a list of individuals with access to sensitive data,
whether weapons technology or nuclear technology, and this information would
include all their sexual preference, how much they owed on their homes, if they
have gambling issues, and the State Department, high level State Department
person would provide it to these foreign operatives, and those foreign operatives
then would go and hook those Pentagon people, whether they were at RAND or
some other Air Force base. And then the hooking period would take some times.
Sometimes it takes months, sometimes one year. They would ask for small favor,
but eventually after they reviewed the targets… then they would go blackmail and
that person would give them everything, nuclear related information, weapons
related information. It always worked for them. So it was not always money.”
[EDMONDS, 8/8/2009, PP. 72-74] 
The historical reality and Turkish denial of the Armenian Genocide - Edmonds
acknowledges the Ottoman genocide of Armenians as historical fact. She also
notes that in Turkish society acknowledgment of the genocide is not permitted,
and there are active efforts to suppress and dispute information and views related
to it. [EDMONDS, 8/8/2009, PP. 78-81] 
The revolving door between the US government and the Turkish Lobby - Asked if
she was aware that members of Congress have left office and become lobbyists for
Turkey, Edmonds affirms her knowledge of Hastert, Solarz and Livingston having
done so. She also adds, “But then there are people who work for these lobbying
firms who are not the top, but they have received their share while they were
working, whether they are in Pentagon. One person was Defense Intelligence
Agency person, Dana Bauer, and now she works for Bob Livingston, but this
individual, Ms. Bauer, did a lot of favors and illegal favors… for [the] government
of Turkey and others, and then was hired by Livingston and put on a big salary to
represent Turkish government. So it’s not only top tier of the lobbying firm, but
then the people who work for them later and the various layers of those people.”
[EDMONDS, 8/8/2009, PP. 83] 
Quid Pro Quo: Congress and the Turkish Lobby - Attorney Marino solicits Edmonds
understanding of Congress, lobbyists and ‘quid pro quo’, with a hypothetical
example he deems “particularly relevant to our case”, saying: “You have a
hypothetical Congresswoman from State X. Her district has no Turkish population
to speak of or Armenian population to speak of. She’s the largest recipient of
Turkish PAC money in the 2008 election cycle. All right? She meets with Livingston
and Rogers or Livingston Group when they’re escorting members of the Turkish
parliament to a reception. She receives fact sheets from the Livingston Group
talking about Turkish relations; goes to luncheons in honor of the Turkish Foreign
Minister, and she opposes Armenian genocide resolution and, in fact, refuses to
even recognize the genocide as a historical fact.” Edmonds responds, “Based on
several that I personally know about in terms of how they conduct and how they
behave, those elected officials who are serving the foreign government’s interest,
I would say that’s modus operandi that you describe. It’s a classic fit of how
individuals who happen to owe their position and favors to a foreign government,
in this particular case Turkey, behave… and the kinds of people they associate
with. That modus operandi classically matches of the individuals I know who were
serving Turkish government’s and other Turkish entities’ interest.” [EDMONDS,
8/8/2009, PP. 84-87] 
Turkish practices and policies "inimical to American interests", that resulted in
"lost lives" - Edmonds is asked about a deposition-related declaration in which she
stated that she had, “obtained evidence that the government of Turkey had
engaged in practices and policies that were inimical to American interests and
had, in fact, resulted in both the direct and indirect loss of American lives.” As
examples, Edmonds refers to the setting up of Madrassahs in order to radicalize
Muslims to be Mujahedeen and use them as proxies in conflicts and terrorism;
trafficking in heroin; “illegally obtaining and selling” US military weapons and
technology including nuclear secrets, as well as other top secret information,
including foreign policy secrets; and the exposure of Brewster-Jennings as a CIA
front company investigating nuclear trafficking (see Summer-Autumn 2001).
[EDMONDS, 8/8/2009, PP. 88-94] 
Fethullah Gulen, US-protected Madrassah financier - When asked who Fethullah
Gulen (spelled Fetullah Gulan in the transcript) is, Edmonds states his network
controlled around $25 billion and had set up 300 Madrassahs in Central Asia. She
says he fled Turkey when Turkish authorities linked him to plans to overthrow the
secular Turkish government, and he was permitted to enter and remain in the US
without a visa. Edmonds states he is establishing Madrassah’s in the US that are
allegedly moderate but are in fact radicalizing Muslims, and that Gulen is being
protected by US authorities because US entities consider his network useful for
waging proxy wars over Central Asian energy resources. As an analogy, Edmonds
says the “Cold War is not over”. [EDMONDS, 8/8/2009, PP. 94-98] After Marino’s
examination, Bruce Fein cross-examines Edmonds, then Marino re-examines and
Fein cross-examines her again. The entire deposition lasts about four and a half
hours. [EDMONDS, 8/8/2009, PP. 104-216]
Entity Tags: Douglas Dickerson, American Turkish Council, Stephen Solarz, Bob
Livingston, Dan Burton, Dennis Hastert, Bruce Fein, Sibel Edmonds, Tom Lantos,
Richard Gephardt, Jan Schakowsky, Roy Blunt, Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI),
John Ashcroft, Fethullah Gulen, Melek Can Dickerson, Michael Kohn, Marc Grossman
Category Tags: Pipeline Politics, US Dominance, Terrorism Financing, Other
Government-Militant Collusion
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