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US authorities discover a connection
between Osama Basnan, who is later
alleged to associate with 9/11 hijackers
Khalid Almihdhar and Nawaf Alhazmi (see
April 1998 and December 4, 1999), and
Eritrean Islamic Jihad (EIJ). The US will
connect EIJ to bin Laden in 1996 and the
FBI will become aware that a high-level
EIJ member sits on al-Qaeda’s Shura
council. The State Department gives the
FBI a box of documents recovered from an
abandoned car in May 1992. The
documents are in Arabic and one of them
Osama Basnan. [Source: Fox News]
is a newsletter addressed to EIJ
supporters reporting news about the EIJ council. The newsletter is marked
“confidential.” In addition, the box contains letters addressed to Basnan discussing
plans to import used cars into the US. The FBI opens a counterterrorism
investigation on the EIJ, but finds little, closing it in December of the same year.
[US CONGRESS, 7/24/2003, PP. 176-7

]

Entity Tags: Eritrean Islamic Jihad, Osama Basnan, Federal Bureau of Investigation
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi Connection

October 17, 1992: 9/11 Hijacker Associate Hosts Party for ‘Blind
Shiekh’; FBI Soon Finds Out but Fails to Investigate

Osama Basnan, who will later be accused of assisting two 9/11 hijackers in San
Diego (see December 4, 1999), throws a party for the “Blind Sheikh,” Sheikh Omar
Abdul-Rahman. The party is held at Basnan’s house in Washington, DC. In 1993, the
FBI will receive reports about Basnan hosting this party. In 1992, the FBI was told
that Basnan had a link to the Eritrean Islamic Jihad, a militant group later linked
to al-Qaeda (see May-December 1992). Furthermore, records indicate Basnan
entered the US in 1980 on a guest visa and has been in the country illegally ever
since. But the FBI fails to investigate Basnan and no effort is made to deport him.
[FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, 10/3/2001 ; US CONGRESS, 7/24/2003 ] A post-9/11
FBI report will indicate that in 1992 Basnan is working for the Saudi government in
some capacity, but details of his job will remain classified (see October 3, 2001).
Entity Tags: Omar Abdul-Rahman, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Osama Basnan
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi Connection, Sheikh

Omar Abdul-Rahman, Saudi Arabia

August 1994-July 2001: Possible Terrorist Front Man with Saudi
Backing Settles in San Diego

A Saudi named Omar al-Bayoumi arrives in San
Diego, California. He will later become well
known for his suspicious connections to both
some 9/11 hijackers and the Saudi government,
although the 9/11 Commission will say that it
received no evidence that he was involved in
terrorism or the 9/11 attacks. [9/11 COMMISSION,
6/16/2004]

Saudi Government Spy - Acquaintances in San
Diego long suspect al-Bayoumi is a Saudi
Dallah Avco logo. [Source: Dallah
Avco]
government spy reporting on the activities of
Saudi-born college students. [SAN DIEGO UNIONTRIBUNE, 9/14/2002; NEWSWEEK, 11/22/2002; SAN DIEGO MAGAZINE, 9/2003] Says one
witness, “He was always watching [young Saudi college students], always checking
up on them, literally following them around and then apparently reporting their
activities back to Saudi Arabia.” [NEWSWEEK, 11/24/2002] Chairman of the 9/11
Congressional Inquiry Senator Bob Graham (D-FL) and his investigators will, in
author Philip Shenon’s words, “find it obvious that the amiable al-Bayoumi was a
low-ranking Saudi intelligence agent,” and “someone who had been put on the
ground in San Diego by his government to keep an eye on the activities of the
relatively large Saudi community in Southern California.” [SHENON, 2008, PP. 52]
'Ghost Employee' - Just prior to moving to the US, al-Bayoumi worked for the Saudi
Ministry of Defense and Aviation, headed by Prince Sultan. His salary in this job
was approved by Hamid al-Rashid, a Saudi government official whose son, Saud alRashid, is strongly suspected of al-Qaeda ties (see May 16, 2002). [US CONGRESS,
7/24/2003 ] Once in San Diego, al-Bayoumi tells people that he is a student or a
pilot, and even claims to be receiving monthly payments from “family in India”
(despite being Saudi). However, he is none of those things. [SUNDAY MERCURY
(BIRMINGHAM, UK), 10/21/2001; WALL STREET JOURNAL, 8/11/2003] In fact, as he tells
some people, he receives a monthly stipend from Dallah Avco, a Saudi aviation
company that has extensive ties to the same Saudi Ministry of Defense and
Aviation. [LOS ANGELES TIMES, 9/1/2002; NEWSWEEK, 11/24/2002] From early 1995 until
2002, al-Bayoumi is paid about $3,000 a month for a project in Saudi Arabia even
though he is living in the US. According to the New York Times, Congressional
officials believe he is a “ghost employee” doing no actual work. The classified
section of the 9/11 Congressional Inquiry report will note that his payments
increase significantly just after he comes into contact with two hijackers in early
2000. [NEW YORK TIMES, 8/2/2003] The FBI investigates possible ties between Dallah
Avco and al-Qaeda. [NEWSWEEK, 10/29/2001] The firm’s owner, Saudi billionaire Saleh
Abdullah Kamel, will deny the accusation. [NEWSWEEK, 7/28/2003]
Entity Tags: Daniel Robert (“Bob”) Graham, Al-Qaeda, 9/11 Commission, Dallah Avco,

Federal Bureau of Investigation, Hamid al-Rashid, Omar al-Bayoumi, 9/11
Congressional Inquiry, Sultan bin Abdul Aziz Al Saud, Saleh Abdullah Kamel, Abdullah,
Saud al-Rashid
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Key Hijacker Events, Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi
Connection, Saudi Arabia
April 1998: Alleged Hijacker Associate Receives Money from
Saudi Embassy

Osama Basnan, a Saudi living in California, claims to write a letter to Saudi
Arabian Prince Bandar bin Sultan and his wife, Princess Haifa bint Faisal, asking for
financial help because his wife needs thyroid surgery. The Saudi embassy sends
Basnan $15,000 and pays the surgical bill. However, according to University of
California at San Diego hospital records, Basnan’s wife, Majeda Dweikat, is not
treated until April 2000. [LOS ANGELES TIMES, 11/24/2002] Basnan will later come
under investigation for possibly using some of this money to support two of the
9/11 hijackers who arrive in San Diego (see November 22, 2002), although the
9/11 Commission will conclude that evidence does not support these charges. [9/11
COMMISSION, 6/16/2004]

Entity Tags: Osama bin Laden, Saudi Arabia, Osama Basnan, Haifa bint Faisal, Majeda

Dweikat, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Bandar bin Sultan, 9/11 Commission, Omar
Abdul-Rahman
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi Connection, Sheikh
Omar Abdul-Rahman, Saudi Arabia
June 1998: Saudi Benefactor Offers Funding for Mosque If
Suspected Hijacker Associate Al-Bayoumi Is Retained as Building
Manager

An unknown Saudi benefactor pays a Saudi, Saad Al-Habeeb, to buy a building in
San Diego, California, for a new Kurdish community mosque, the Kurdish
Community Islamic Center. However, the approximately $500,000 will only be
given on the condition that Omar al-Bayoumi be installed as the building’s
maintenance manager with a private office at the mosque. After taking the job,
al-Bayoumi rarely shows up for work. [NEWSWEEK, 11/24/2002; SAN DIEGO MAGAZINE,
9/2003] This means he has two jobs at once. The people in the mosque eventually
begin a move to replace al-Bayoumi, but he moves to Britain in July 2001 before
this can happen. [NEWSWEEK, 11/24/2002] An anonymous federal investigator states,
“Al-Bayoumi came here, set everything up financially, set up the San Diego [alQaeda] cell and set up the mosque.” An international tax attorney notes that
anyone handling business for a mosque or a church could set it up as a tax-exempt
charitable organization “and it can easily be used for money laundering.” [SAN
DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE, 10/27/2001; SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE, 10/22/2002]

Entity Tags: Omar al-Bayoumi, Saad Al-Habeeb
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi Connection, Saudi

Arabia

September 1998-July 1999: FBI Conducts Inquiry of Suspected
Al-Qaeda Advance Man

The FBI conducts a counterterrorism
inquiry on Omar al-Bayoumi, suspected
al-Qaeda advance man, and possible
Saudi agent. The FBI discovers he has
been in contact with several people also
under investigation. [US CONGRESS,
7/24/2003 ] The FBI is given a tip that he
was sent a suspicious package filled with
wire from the Middle East, and that large
numbers of Arab men routinely meet in
his apartment. His landlord notices that
he switches from driving a beat up old
car to a new Mercedes. [NEWSWEEK,
Omar al-Bayoumi. [Source: Saudi Government
7/28/2003] According to the 9/11
via Al Arabiya]
Congressional Inquiry, the FBI notes that
al-Bayoumi has “access to seemingly unlimited funding from Saudi Arabia.” For
instance, an FBI source identifies him as a person who has delivered about
$500,000 from Saudi Arabia to buy a mosque in June 1998 (see June 1998).
However, the FBI closes the inquiry “for reasons that remain unclear .” [US
CONGRESS, 7/24/2003 ] Also in 1999, al-Bayoumi is working as an employee of the
Saudi company Dallah Avco but apparently is doing no work. Someone in the
company tries to fire him and sends a note to the Saudi government about this,
since the company is so closely tied to the government. However, Mohammed
Ahmed al-Salmi, the Director General of Civil Aviation, replies that it is “extremely
urgent” his job is renewed “as quickly as possible,” and so he keeps his job. [WALL
STREET JOURNAL, 8/11/2003]

Entity Tags: Mohammed Ahmed al-Salmi, Omar al-Bayoumi, Federal Bureau of

Investigation, Dallah Avco
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Key Hijacker Events, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi
Connection
December 1998-December 2000: Hijacker Associate Al-Bayoumi
Stays in Contact with Saudi Consulate Official

After 9/11, the FBI will examine phone records and determine that hijacker
associate Omar al-Bayoumi calls Saudi official Fahad al Thumairy many times
between December 1998 and December 2000. Al-Bayoumi calls al Thumairy’s home
number at least ten times, and al Thumairy calls al-Bayoumi much more often—at
least 11 times in the month of December 2000 alone. At the time, al Thumairy is
working at the Saudi consulate in Los Angeles, and is a well-known Islamic radical.
For part of 2000 at least, al-Bayoumi is living at the Parkwood Apartments in San
Diego at the same time as hijackers Nawaf Alhazmi and Khalid Almihdhar. Al
Thumairy will later deny knowing al-Bayoumi, but al-Bayoumi will admit knowing
al Thumairy. [9/11 COMMISSION, 7/24/2004, PP. 514; SHENON, 2008, PP. 310-311]
Entity Tags: Omar al-Bayoumi, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Khalid Almihdhar,

Nawaf Alhazmi, Fahad al Thumairy
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi Connection, Saudi
Arabia
December 4, 1999: Saudi Ambassador’s Wife Gives Funds that
Are Possibly Passed to 9/11 Hijackers

Princess Haifa bint Faisal, the wife of Prince Bandar, the
Saudi ambassador to the US, begins sending monthly
cashier’s checks of between $2,000 and $3,500 (accounts
differ) to Majeda Dweikat, the Jordanian wife of Osama
Basnan, a Saudi living in San Diego. Accounts also differ
over when the checks are first sent (between November
1999 and about March 2000; a Saudi government
representative will state December 4, 1999). [FOX NEWS,
11/23/2002] Basnan’s wife signs many of the checks over to
her friend Manal Bajadr, the wife of Omar al-Bayoumi.
The payments are made through Riggs Bank, a bank which
appears to have turned a blind eye to Saudi embassy
transaction and also has longstanding ties to covert CIA
operations (see July 2003). [NEWSWEEK, 11/22/2002;

Prince Bandar (pictures of
his wife are not available).
[Source: Publicity photo]

Did the Money Go to the Hijackers? - Some will later suggest that the money from
the wife of the Saudi ambassador passes through the al-Bayoumi and Basnan
families as intermediaries and ends up in the hands of future 9/11 hijackers Nawaf
Alhazmi and Khalid Almihdhar. The payments from Princess Haifa continue until
May 2002 and may total $51,000, or as much as $73,000. [NEWSWEEK, 11/22/2002;
MSNBC, 11/27/2002] While living in the San Diego area, al-Bayoumi and Basnan are
heavily involved in helping with the relocation of, and offering financial support
to, Saudi immigrants in the community. [LOS ANGELES TIMES, 11/24/2002] In late 2002,
al-Bayoumi will claim he does not pass any money along to the hijackers.
[WASHINGTON TIMES, 12/4/2002]

Basnan and Al-Bayoumi Are Close Friends - Basnan will variously claim to know alBayoumi, not to know him at all, or to know him only vaguely. [ABC NEWS,
11/25/2002; ARAB NEWS, 11/26/2002; ABC NEWS, 11/26/2002; MSNBC, 11/27/2002] However,
early reports will say Basnan and his wife are “very good friends” of al-Bayoumi
and his wife. Both couples live at the Parkwood Apartments at the same time as
the two hijackers; prior to that, the couples lived together in a different
apartment complex. In addition, the two wives will be arrested together in April
2001 for shoplifting. [SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE, 10/22/2002] According to an FBI agent
who investigates Basnan after 9/11, Basnan and al-Bayoumi are close friends. For
instance, phone call records will show that there are about 700 calls from various
phone numbers between Basnan and al-Bayoumi in a one year period. The agent
will add that even if one discounted some of the calls given that their wives are
friends, the calls between the cell phones are most likely between Basnan and alBayoumi. [9/11 COMMISSION, 11/17/2003 ]
Entity Tags: Haifa bint Faisal, Majeda Dweikat, Osama Basnan, Omar al-Bayoumi, Manal

Bajadr

Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Key Hijacker Events, Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi

Connection, Saudi Arabia

Early 2000: Hijacker Hanjour Seen with Omar Al-Bayoumi

An FBI timeline compiled shortly after 9/11 will mention that shortly before June
23, 2000, a witness sees hijacker Hani Hanjour in the apartment of Omar alBayoumi. Al-Bayoumi is known to have helped hijackers Nawaf Alhazmi and Khalid
Almihdhar, and there are allegations he is a Saudi spy. There may be some
confusion about the date, since the timeline mentions June 23, 2000 as the date
al-Bayoumi moves out of the Parkwood Apartments in San Diego, but in fact he
leaves that apartment on June 23, 2001 (see June 23-July 2001). [FEDERAL BUREAU
OF INVESTIGATION, 10/2001, PP. 70 ] It has also been reported that al-Bayoumi
introduces Hani Hanjour to the Muslim community in his San Diego neighborhood in
early 2000. [SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE, 9/14/2002] There is evidence Hanjour spends a
considerable amount of time in San Diego in 2000 (see (Early 2000-November
2000)). But according to the 9/11 Commission, Hanjour only spends several days in
San Diego in December 2000. [9/11 COMMISSION, 7/24/2004, PP. 223]
Entity Tags: Hani Hanjour, Omar al-Bayoumi
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Hani Hanjour, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi Connection

January-May 2000: Hijacker Associate Al-Bayoumi Frequently
Calls Saudi Government Officials

According to Sen. Bob
Graham (D-FL), co-chair
of the 9/11
Congressional Inquiry,
during this time Omar
al-Bayoumi has an
“unusually large
number of telephone
calls with Saudi
government officials in
both Los Angeles and
Washington.” Graham
will note this increased
communication
corresponds with the
arrival of hijackers
The Saudi Arabia Royal Consulate in Los Angeles. [Source: InfoUSA]
Nawaf Alhazmi and
Khalid Almihdhar into
al-Bayoumi’s life. He will see this as evidence of Saudi government involvement in
the 9/11 plot. [GRAHAM AND NUSSBAUM, 2004, PP. 168-169] An FBI report obtained by
the Intelwire.com website in 2008 will specify that from January through May
2000, al-Bayoumi calls the Saudi embassy in Washington 32 times, the Saudi Cultral
Mission in Washington 37 times, and the Saudi consulate in Los Angeles 24 times.
[FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, 4/15/2002 ] Al-Bayoumi is in contact with Fahad
al Thumairy during this time, and the two call each other’s private phone numbers
many times (see December 1998-December 2000). Al Thumairy is an official at the
Saudi consulate in Los Angeles and a known Islamic radical (see January 15February 2000).
Entity Tags: Omar al-Bayoumi, Khalid Almihdhar, Federal Bureau of Investigation,

Daniel Robert (“Bob”) Graham, Nawaf Alhazmi, Fahad al Thumairy
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi Connection, Saudi
Arabia
January 15-February 2000: Suspected Advance Man Al-Bayoumi
Helps 9/11 Hijackers Settle in San Diego

Omar al-Bayoumi, a suspected Saudi spy,
goes to great lengths to help future 9/11
hijackers Nawaf Alhazmi and Khalid
Almihdhar settle in San Diego. Supposedly,
al-Bayoumi meets them by chance in a Los
Angeles restaurant and encourages them
to move to San Diego, but the accounts of
the meeting are highly doubtful (see
February 1, 2000). The FBI’s “best source”
in San Diego will later say that al-Bayoumi
“must be an intelligence officer for Saudi
Arabia or another foreign power.” A former
top FBI official working on the al-Bayoumi
Omar al-Bayoumi. [Source: Fox News]
investigation claims, “We firmly believed
that he had knowledge [of the 9/11 plot], and that his meeting with them that day
was more than coincidence.” [NEWSWEEK, 7/28/2003]
When Alhazmi and Almihdhar move into apartment 150 in the Parkwood
Apartments in San Diego in early February, they indicate on their rental
application that they have been staying at al-Bayoumi’s apartment in the same
apartment complex since January 15, the day they arrived in the US (see January
15-February 2, 2000). (This would suggest the alleged accidental restaurant
meeting never took place.) [FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, 10/3/2001 ]
He is the co-signer and guarantor for their rental application, because they do
not have established credit. [FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, 10/3/2001 ]
He pays $1,500 cash for their first month’s rent and security deposit. Some FBI
officials claim the hijackers immediately pay him back, others claim they do not.
[NEWSWEEK, 11/24/2002; US CONGRESS, 7/24/2003

]

The apartment manager will later claim al-Bayoumi occasionally paid rent for
Alhazmi and Almihdhar on other occasions. [FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION,
]

Shortly after they arrive in San Diego, al-Bayoumi throws a welcoming party to
introduce them to the local Muslim community. [WASHINGTON POST, 12/29/2001] One
attendee will later say an al-Bayoumi party “was a big deal… it meant that
everyone accepted them without question.” [SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE, 10/25/2001]
He also introduces hijacker Hani Hanjour to the community a short time later,
and Hanjour is seen in his apartment later in the year (see Early 2000). [SAN DIEGO
UNION-TRIBUNE, 9/14/2002]

Cayson Bin Don, a friend of al-Bayoumi, will later say al-Bayoumi “spent a lot of
time at Alhazmi and Almihdhar’s apartment.” [FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION,
]

Al-Bayoumi apparently loans the hijackers his cell phone until they can get phone
service in their own apartment. On February 15, 2000, someone trying to call alBayoumi on his phone has the call answered by Alhazmi instead. [9/11 COMMISSION,
7/24/2004, PP. 516]

He tasks an acquaintance, Mohdar Abdullah, to serve as their translator and help
them get driver’s licenses, Social Security cards, information on flight schools, and
more. [SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE, 9/14/2002; US CONGRESS, 7/24/2003 ]
Entity Tags: Hani Hanjour, Omar al-Bayoumi, Nawaf Alhazmi, Khalid Almihdhar, Federal

Bureau of Investigation, Mohdar Abdullah, Cayson Bin Don
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Key Hijacker Events, Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi
Connection, Saudi Arabia
January 15-February 2, 2000: 9/11 Hijackers Alhazmi and
Almihdhar Allegedly Stay in Omar Al-Bayoumi’s Apartment

An FBI document from shortly after 9/11 states, “Rental records for the Parkwood
Apartments [in San Diego] indicate that, prior to moving into apartment 150,
hijackers Nawaf Alhazmi and Khalid Almihdhar lived with Omar al-Bayoumi” in
apartment 152 at the same apartment complex. [FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION,
10/3/2001 ] An FBI timeline put together later that month further clarifies that on
a rental application on February 5, 2000, the two hijackers specified they had
lived with al-Bayoumi from January 15 to February 2. [FEDERAL BUREAU OF
INVESTIGATION, 10/2001, PP. 52 ] January 15 is the same day the two hijackers arrive
in the US (see January 15, 2000), which suggests the hijackers immediately went
from the Los Angeles airport to al-Bayoumi’s apartment. Al-Bayoumi, a suspected
Saudi intelligence agent, will later claim he only meets the hijackers by chance at
a Los Angeles restaurant two weeks later (see February 1, 2000).
Entity Tags: Omar al-Bayoumi, Khalid Almihdhar, Nawaf Alhazmi
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi Connection, Saudi

Arabia

After January 15, 2000: 9/11 Hijacker Alhazmi Allegedly
Suspects Omar Al-Bayoumi Is Saudi Spy

After getting to know San Diego resident Omar al-Bayoumi, future 9/11 hijacker
Nawaf Alhazmi allegedly begins to suspect that he is a Saudi spy. Alhazmi, fellow
hijacker Khalid Almihdhar, and al-Bayoumi all live in the Parkwood Apartments in
San Diego in early 2000 (see January 15-February 2, 2000 and January 15-February
2000). In discussing why the hijackers move from there, the 9/11 Commission will
comment, “They may also have been reconsidering the wisdom of living so close to
the video camera-wielding al-Bayoumi, who Alhazmi seemed to think was some
sort of Saudi spy.” [9/11 COMMISSION, 7/24/2004, PP. 219]
Alhazmi Warns Friend Al-Bayoumi Is a Spy - An FBI report from shortly after 9/11
obtained by the website Intelwire.com will similarly mention, “Alhazmi disclosed
to _____ [that al-Bayoumi] was a spy for the Saudi government and directed
______ not to socialize too much with him.” (Several names mentioned are
redacted, and al-Bayoumi’s name is inferred from other references to him.)
[FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, 4/15/2002 ] It is unclear what the source for this
information is, or when exactly Alhazmi may say this.
Alhazmi Also Tells FBI Informant Al-Bayoumi Is a Spy - From May until December
2000, Alhazmi lives at the house of Abdussattar Shaikh, an FBI informant. In a 2004
interview by the 9/11 Commission, Shaikh will say that Alhazmi told him that alBayoumi was an agent for the Saudi government. Alhazmi also told him that he
didn’t like al-Bayoumi, and he complained that al-Bayoumi constantly videotaped
people at the local mosque, and made comments on the video camera’s
microphone as he recorded them. Shaikh already knew al-Bayoumi from the local
mosque (the Islamic Center of San Diego) and al-Bayoumi also visited Alhazmi at
his house. Shaikh pointed out that he’d noticed this too, and he says he told
Alhazmi, “I have heard that al-Bayoumi is an agent (of the Saudis).” Later, Shaikh
warned someone he knew not to help al-Bayoumi after being requested to do so,
because he feared al-Bayoumi was an intelligence agent. [9/11 COMMISSION,
4/23/2004]

Others Concur Al-Bayoumi Was a Spy - Many US investigators will later conclude
that al-Bayoumi is in fact a Saudi spy (see August 1-3, 2003 and September 7,
2004). Furthermore, some FBI officials will allegedly conclude that Alhazmi and
Almihdhar also are connected to Saudi intelligence (see 2006 and After and August
6, 2003).
Entity Tags: Omar al-Bayoumi, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Abdussattar Shaikh,

Khalid Almihdhar, Nawaf Alhazmi
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi Connection, Saudi
Arabia
February 1, 2000: 9/11 Hijackers Alhazmi and Almihdhar
Supposedly Meet Omar Al-Bayoumi by Accident, but Account Is
Very Dubious

On February 1, 2000, 9/11 hijackers Nawaf Alhazmi and
Khalid Almihdhar allegedly meet Omar al-Bayoumi, a
suspected Saudi spy, by pure chance. Alhazmi and
Almihdhar had arrived in Los Angeles from overseas on
January 15 (see January 15, 2000). On February 1, alBayoumi drives about two hours from where he lives in
San Diego to Los Angeles. He is driving with Cayson Bin
Don, an US citizen formerly known as Clayton Morgan
who converted to Islam and became a supporter of
radical militant causes. [FRONTPAGE MAGAZINE, 4/27/2005]
Al-Bayoumi Met with Saudi Consulate Official - AlBayoumi just had a one hour meeting with Fahad al
Thumairy, an employee of the Saudi embassy suspected
Cayson Bin Don, a.k.a.
to have radical militant ties. (Al Thumairy will later be
Clayton Morgan. [Source:
deported from the US due to alleged terrorist links (see
Fox News]
May 6-8, 2003).) What al-Bayoumi and al Thumairy
discuss is unknown, but phone records indicate they had been in contact since
1998 (see December 1998-December 2000). [GRAHAM AND NUSSBAUM, 2004, PP. 12-13]
Meeting at Restaurant - After the meeting, al-Bayoumi rejoins Cayson Bin Don and
they go to a Middle Eastern restaurant several miles from the Los Angeles airport.
Al-Bayoumi and Bin Don will both be interviewed about this later and describe
similar stories. Supposedly, al-Bayoumi hears Arabic being spoken at an adjacent
table, and invites the two strangers, Alhazmi and Almihdhar, to join them. Alhazmi
says that he and Almihdhar do not feel comfortable in Los Angeles as they find the
city too big and intimidating. Al-Bayoumi offers to be of help if the two of them
decide to move to San Diego. Al-Bayoumi and Bin Don then leave the restaurant
and visit the Culver City mosque a few blocks away (Al Thumairy is also the imam
at that mosque). Then they return to San Diego. The two hijackers move to San
Diego a few days later, and al-Bayoumi helps them extensively. [FEDERAL BUREAU OF
INVESTIGATION, 10/8/2001 ; GRAHAM AND NUSSBAUM, 2004, PP. 12-13; 9/11 COMMISSION,
7/24/2004, PP. 217-218] Al-Bayoumi will later claim that this first contact with the

hijackers is accidental. However, one FBI source will later recall that before alBayoumi drove to Los Angeles that day, he said he was going “to pick up visitors.”
[US CONGRESS, 7/24/2003

; NEWSWEEK, 7/28/2003]

Problems with Account - There are numerous problems with Bin Don’s account. He
recalls the meeting took place between December 1999 and February 2000, so it
just as easily could have taken place on January 15, the day the hijackers first
arrived. Also, when initially questioned by the FBI, he will claim that he first met
the two hijackers at a party in San Diego. Asked why he failed to remember the
restaurant meeting, he will point out he has ADD (attention deficit disorder). He
will also concede that there was a “remote possibility” he could have been used as
an alibi or cover by al-Bayoumi for the meeting. [FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION,
10/8/2001 ] Additionally, several days after 9/11, Bin Don will tell two police
officers that he supported the 9/11 attack and that he would never tip authorities
off if he knew of an impending attack. Later in the month, he attempts to
purchase an assault rifle and handgun. Then, in comments to the New York Post in
October 2001, he says, “I would consider it more noble for me to go and get
myself out of the country, renounce my citizenship, end up in Afghanistan, pick up
a gun and fight alongside everyone else against the enemy—American soldiers.”
[FRONTPAGE MAGAZINE, 4/27/2005] The 9/11 Commission will later note that there are
inconsistencies and problems with both al-Bayoumi’s and Bin Don’s accounts of the
meeting. The Commission will conclude: “We do not know whether the lunch
encounter occurred by chance or design. We know about it because al-Bayoumi
told law enforcement that it happened.” [9/11 COMMISSION, 7/24/2004, PP. 217] A
former top FBI official working on the al-Bayoumi investigation will later claim,
“We firmly believed that [al-Bayoumi] had knowledge [of the 9/11 plot], and that
his meeting with them that day was more than coincidence.” [NEWSWEEK, 7/28/2003]
Senator Bob Graham (D-FL), co-chair of the 9/11 Congressional Inquiry, will
comment, “That a suspected Saudi spy would drive 125 miles to a meeting at the
Saudi consulate in Los Angeles, where he would meet with a consular officer with
suspected terrorist ties, and then drive another 7 miles to the one Middle Eastern
restaurant—out of more than 134 Middle Eastern restaurants in Los Angeles—where
he would happen to sit next to two future terrorists, to whom he would happen to
offer friendship and support, cannot credibly be described as a coincidence.”
[GRAHAM AND NUSSBAUM, 2004, PP. 12-13]

Hijackers Already Living with Al-Bayoumi - Furthermore, there is evidence the two
hijackers actually stayed in al-Bayoumi’s San Diego apartment from January 15,
the day they arrived, until the day after this supposed meeting (see January 15February 2, 2000).
Entity Tags: Cayson Bin Don, Fahad al Thumairy, Nawaf Alhazmi, Omar al-Bayoumi,

Khalid Almihdhar, Federal Bureau of Investigation
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi Connection
February 4, 2000: Phone Calls Link 9/11 Hijackers, Omar AlBayoumi, and Al-Qaeda-Linked Imam Al-Awlaki in San Diego

According to phone records, four calls take place between imam Anwar al-Awlaki
and Omar al-Bayoumi on February 4, 2000. This is the same day 9/11 hijackers
Nawaf Alhazmi and Khalid Almihdhar move into their own apartment in the
Parkwood Apartments complex in San Diego (see February 4-Mid-May 2000). [9/11
COMMISSION, 7/24/2004, PP. 517] On this day, al-Bayoumi is the co-signer and
guarantor on their lease, and pays their first months’ rent and deposit. It is
possible they are using al-Bayoumi’s phone at this time. [FEDERAL BUREAU OF
INVESTIGATION, 10/3/2001 ; 9/11 COMMISSION, 7/24/2004, PP. 517] An FBI agent who
investigated the calls will later say that he is 98 percent certain that the phone is
being used by Alhazmi and Almihdhar at the time. The phone will call al-Awlaki on
February 10, 16, and 18 as well (see Spring 2000). [9/11 COMMISSION, 11/17/2003 ]
Al-Bayoumi, a suspected Saudi spy, helps the hijackers settle in San Diego in many
ways (see January 15-February 2000). Al-Awlaki is the imam for the hijackers at
the Al-Ribat Al-Islami mosque (also known as Rabat) on the La Mesa-San Diego
border (see February-August 2000). US investigators will later conclude he is
connected to al-Qaeda and probably involved in the 9/11 plot. [WASHINGTON POST,
2/27/2008] Al-Awlaki is the subject of an FBI counterterrorism investigation at the
time these calls are made, but the investigation is closed one month later (see
June 1999-March 2000).
Entity Tags: Khalid Almihdhar, Nawaf Alhazmi, Anwar al-Awlaki, Omar al-Bayoumi
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Possible Hijacker Associates in US, Bayoumi and

Basnan Saudi Connection, Anwar Al-Awlaki

Spring 2000: 9/11 Hijackers Alhazmi and Almihdhar Likely Use
Al-Bayoumi’s Phone to Call Imam Al-Awlaki and Others

An unnamed FBI agent who investigates suspected Saudi spy Omar al-Bayoumi
after 9/11 will later tell the 9/11 Commission that he is 98 percent sure that
future 9/11 hijackers Nawaf Alhazmi and Khalid Almihdhar use al-Bayoumi’s cell
phone during the first couple of months of 2000. For instance, a San Diego
associate of al-Bayoumi’s will later state in an interview that when he received a
page on February 15, 2000 for al-Bayoumi’s cell phone, he called the number and
found he was speaking to Nawaf Alhazmi instead of al-Bayoumi. There are four
calls from al-Bayoumi’s cell phone to radical imam Anwar al-Awlaki on February 4,
2000 (see February 4, 2000). There are calls to al-Awlaki on February 10, 16, and
18 as well. The agent will also note that there are numerous other calls on this
phone from this time period that have never been investigated, and this should be
an issue of grave concern. [9/11 COMMISSION, 11/17/2003 ]
Entity Tags: Omar al-Bayoumi, Khalid Almihdhar, Anwar al-Awlaki, Nawaf Alhazmi
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Possible Hijacker Associates in US, Bayoumi and

Basnan Saudi Connection, Anwar Al-Awlaki

Spring 2000: 9/11 Hijackers Alhazmi and Almihdhar Live Next
Door to and Attend Same Mosque as Terrorism Suspect

A Saudi citizen named Osama Basnan, who had an
apparent connection to Eritrean Islamic Jihad in the
early 1990s (see May-December 1992), lives across the
street from 9/11 hijackers Khalid Almihdhar and Nawaf
Alhazmi and attends the same mosque in San Diego as
them. He will later be alleged to have known the two
men, but he will deny this. He will, however, admit to
knowing one of their associates, Omar al-Bayoumi. [SAN

DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE, 10/22/2002; AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT,
11/28/2002; US CONGRESS, 7/24/2003, PP. 175-7 ; ARAB NEWS,
8/5/2003] In early 2000, a US Army program called Able

Danger identifies four of the hijackers as members of
the so-called “Brooklyn” cell after the program links
Osama Basnan. [Source: Fox them to mosques that were visited by associates of the
News]
“Blind Shiekh,” Sheikh Omar Abdul-Rahman (see
January-February 2000). The US Army has not disclosed
the identities of the sheikh’s associates, but it is possible that Osama Basnan, who
is believed to have held a party for the sheikh in 1992 (see April 1998), is one of
them.
Entity Tags: Nawaf Alhazmi, Omar al-Bayoumi, Khalid Almihdhar, Osama Basnan
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi Connection

Spring 2000: Payments to Suspected Hijacker Associate Increase
Significantly

According to leaks from the still-classified part of the 9/11 Congressional Inquiry,
monthly payments to Omar al-Bayoumi increase significantly at this time. AlBayoumi has been receiving a salary from the Saudi civil authority of about $500 a
month. However, shortly after hijackers Nawaf Alhazmi and Khalid Almihdhar move
to San Diego, al-Bayoumi’s salary increases to about $3,000 to $3,500 a month
[NEW YORK TIMES, 7/29/2003] It is not clear whether this pay spike is from his Dallah
Avco job, or an additional payment by the Saudi government [NEW YORK TIMES,
7/29/2003; NEW YORK TIMES, 8/2/2003] , but the pay spike appears to be a separate
stream of money, because another report indicates his Dallah Avco job started
with $3,000 a month payments and remained consistent. [WALL STREET JOURNAL,
8/11/2003] It also fits in with his claims to acquaintances at the time that he is
receiving a regular government scholarship. [LOS ANGELES TIMES, 9/1/2002]
Entity Tags: Nawaf Alhazmi, Khalid Almihdhar, Dallah Avco, Omar al-Bayoumi
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi Connection

April 16-18, 2000: 9/11 Hijackers Receive First Wire Transfer
from UAE; Almihdhar Suspected of Being Saudi Intelligence
Operative

According to the 9/11 Commission, al-Qaeda financial facilitator Ali Abdul Aziz Ali
uses the name “Mr. Ali” to make the first wire transfer from abroad to the 9/11
hijackers in the US. Five thousand dollars is wired from the Wall Street Exchange
Center in Dubai to an account of an acquaintance of hijackers Nawaf Alhazmi and
Khalid Almihdhar in San Diego. The Exchange Center makes a copy of Ali’s work ID
and notes his cell phone number and work address, which is helpful to the FBI
after 9/11. [9/11 COMMISSION, 7/24/2004, PP. 220; 9/11 COMMISSION, 8/21/2004, PP. 134 ]
Ali, who is a nephew of 9/11 mastermind Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, is also accused
of wiring hijacker Marwan Alshehhi $115,000 (see June 29, 2000-September 18,
2000). Although in a 2007 US military tribunal in Guantanamo Bay he will admit
sending this amount to Alshehhi, he will deny sending $5,000 to Alhazmi, saying
that his personal information was distributed to “thousands of people from
different parts of the world,” so it could have been used by somebody else. Some
reports indicate that Saeed Sheikh may also have wired the hijackers some money
this year (see Summer 2000). [US DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE, 4/12/2007, PP. 17 ]
Although the hijackers have at least one US bank account (see February 4, 2000),
they tell the administrator of their local mosque, Adel Rafeea, that they do not
have one and ask him to allow the money to be paid into his account. It is unclear
why they do this. The administrator will come forward after 9/11 and say that
Alhazmi and Almihdhar initially described themselves as Saudi government clerks
and needed his help to find an English school. After declining Alhazmi’s request for
a loan, he permits his account to be used, but then distances himself from them
because he is suspicious of the transfer: it came from the United Arab Emirates,
not Saudi Arabia, where Alhazmi said it would come from, and the sender is only
identified as “Ali.” This causes him to worry that Almihdhar might be an
intelligence agent of the Saudi government. [US CONGRESS, 9/26/2002; 9/11
COMMISSION, 7/24/2004, PP. 517; MCDERMOTT, 2005, PP. 191]

Entity Tags: Saeed Sheikh, Ali Abdul Aziz Ali, Khalid Almihdhar, Adel Rafeea, Nawaf

Alhazmi

Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Possible 9/11 Hijacker Funding, Bayoumi and

Basnan Saudi Connection, Saudi Arabia, Terrorism Financing

May 10-Mid-December 2000: FBI Informant Fails to Share
Valuable Information on 9/11 Hijackers Alhazmi and Almihdhar

While future 9/11 hijackers Nawaf Alhazmi and
Khalid Almihdhar live in the house of an FBI
informant, Abdussattar Shaikh, the asset
continues to have contact with his FBI handler.
The handler, Steven Butler, later claims that
during the summer, Shaikh mentions the names
“Nawaf” and “Khalid” in passing and says that
they are renting rooms from him. [NEWSWEEK,
9/9/2002; US CONGRESS, 7/24/2003, PP. 51 ;
ASSOCIATED PRESS, 7/25/2003; 9/11 COMMISSION,
4/23/2004; 9/11 COMMISSION, 7/24/2004, PP. 220]

In
early media reports after 9/11, the two will be
said to have moved in around September 2000,
Abdussattar Shaikh. [Source: courtesy
but the 9/11 Congressional Inquiry will imply
Daniel Hopsicker]
that Shaikh lied about this, and they moved in
much earlier. Alhazmi stays until December (see December 12, 2000-March 2001);
Almihdhar appears to be mostly out of the US after June (see June 10, 2000). [SAN
DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE, 9/16/2001; WALL STREET JOURNAL, 9/17/2001; SOUTH FLORIDA SUNSENTINEL, 9/28/2001; US CONGRESS, 7/24/2003, PP. 157 ] On one occasion, Shaikh tells
Butler on the phone he cannot talk because Khalid is in the room. [NEWSWEEK,
9/9/2002]

Shaikh Refuses to Reveal Hijackers' Last Names Despite Suspicious Contacts Shaikh tells Butler Alhazmi and Almihdhar are good, religious Muslims who are
legally in the US to visit and attend school. Butler asks Shaikh for their last names,
but Shaikh refuses to provide them. Butler is not told that they are pursuing flight
training. Shaikh tells Butler that they are apolitical and have done nothing to
arouse suspicion. However, according to the 9/11 Congressional Inquiry, he later
admits that Alhazmi has “contacts with at least four individuals [he] knew were of
interest to the FBI and about whom [he] had previously reported to the FBI.”
Three of these four people are being actively investigated at the time the
hijackers are there. [US CONGRESS, 7/24/2003, PP. 51 ] The report will mention
Osama Mustafa as one, and Shaikh will admit that suspected Saudi agent Omar alBayoumi was a friend. [US CONGRESS, 7/24/2003, PP. 51 ; LOS ANGELES TIMES, 7/25/2003]
Alhazmi and Shaikh will remain in contact after Alhazmi leaves San Diego in
December. Alhazmi will call Shaikh to tell him he intends to take flying lessons in
Arizona and that Almihdhar has returned to Yemen. He also will e-mail Shaikh
three times; one of the e-mails is signed “Smer,” an apparent attempt to conceal
his identity, which Shaikh later says he finds strange. However, Alhazmi will not
reply to e-mails Shaikh sends him in February and March of 2001. [9/11 COMMISSION,
7/24/2004, PP. 223]

Best Chance to Stop the 9/11 Plot? - The FBI will later conclude that Shaikh is not
involved in the 9/11 plot, but it has serious doubts about his credibility. After 9/11
he will give inaccurate information and has an “inconclusive” polygraph
examination about his foreknowledge of the 9/11 attack. The FBI will believe he
had contact with another of the 9/11 hijackers, Hani Hanjour, but claimed not to
recognize him. There will be other “significant inconsistencies” in Shaikh’s
statements about the hijackers, including when he first met them and his later
meetings with them. The 9/11 Congressional Inquiry will conclude that had the
asset’s contacts with the hijackers been capitalized upon, it “would have given the
San Diego FBI field office perhaps the US intelligence community’s best chance to
unravel the September 11 plot.” [US CONGRESS, 7/24/2003, PP. 51 ] The FBI will try
to prevent Butler and Shaikh from testifying before the 9/11 Congressional Inquiry
in October 2002. Butler will end up testifying (see October 9, 2002), but Shaikh
will not (see October 5, 2002). [WASHINGTON POST, 10/11/2002]
Entity Tags: Hani Hanjour, Khalid Almihdhar, Omar al-Bayoumi, Osama (“Sam”)

Mustafa, Nawaf Alhazmi, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Steven Butler, Abdussattar
Shaikh
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Key Hijacker Events, Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi
Connection, Other Possible Moles or Informants
Summer 2000: San Diego Hijackers Meet Atta and Al-Bayoumi

Anonymous government sources later claim that Mohamed Atta visits fellow
hijackers Nawaf Alhazmi, Khalid Almihdhar, and Omar al-Bayoumi. These same
sources claim al-Bayoumi is identified after September 11 as an “advance man” for
al-Qaeda. [WASHINGTON TIMES, 11/26/2002] Other reports have suggested Atta visited
Alhazmi and Almihdhar in San Diego, but the FBI has not confirmed this. [US
CONGRESS, 7/24/2003

]

Entity Tags: Nawaf Alhazmi, Khalid Almihdhar, Mohamed Atta, Omar al-Bayoumi
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Mohamed Atta, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi

Connection

June 9, 2000: On Trip to Los Angeles, 9/11 Hijackers Alhazmi
and Almihdhar Seem to Know Local Muslims Well, Meet
Mysterious Associate

Hijackers Khalid Almihdhar and Nawaf
Alhazmi travel to Los Angeles with an
associate, Mohdar Abdullah, before
Almihdhar leaves the US the next day
(see June 10, 2000). When they visit the
King Fahd Mosque in Culver City,
Abdullah is surprised that Alhazmi and
Almihdhar already know several people
at the mosque. Abdullah will later say, “I
was surprised that anybody at the
mosque knew them, because as far as I
knew Alhazmi and Almihdhar hadn’t
visited Los Angeles since they arrived in
The King Fahd Mosque in Culver City. [Source:
the US.” They meet one of the
Damian Dovarganes]
hijackers’ Los Angeles acquaintances,
known as Khallam, again later that night at their motel. According to the 9/11
Commission, Khallam asks Abdullah to leave the motel room, so he can talk to
Alhazmi and Almihdhar in private. However, Abdullah will later dispute this, saying
he is not asked leave the room, but that Alhazmi leaves to make an international
phone call from a pay phone. The identity of the person he calls is unknown, but it
is possible that he talks to Ahmed al-Hada, an al-Qaeda operative whose safe
house is monitored by the US and who Alhazmi sometimes calls from the US (see
Early 2000-Summer 2001). Khallam will apparently never be found after 9/11. The
FBI will consider the possibility that he is Khallad bin Attash, as there are some
reports that bin Attash is in the US at this time and met the mosque’s imam, Fahad
al Thumairy. However, this theory will never be confirmed. [LOS ANGELES TIMES,
7/24/2004; 9/11 COMMISSION, 7/24/2004, PP. 216, 514] The next day, Alhazmi, Abdullah
and an unknown man make a casing video at Los Angeles Airport (see June 10,
2000). It is possible that the third man is Khallam.
Entity Tags: Mohdar Abdullah, Nawaf Alhazmi, Khallam, Khalid Almihdhar, 9/11

Commission, Fahad al Thumairy, Khallad bin Attash, Federal Bureau of Investigation
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi Connection, Possible
Hijacker Associates in US
Autumn 2000: 9/11 Hijacker Alhazmi Works at San Diego Gas
Station that Is Linked to Other Possible Islamist Militants

9/11 hijacker Nawaf Alhazmi works at a
gas station while living in San Diego where
other suspected Islamist militants work.
This is the only apparent instance of any
of the hijackers having a job while in the
US. He and 9/11 hijacker Khalid Almihdhar
frequently socialize at the gas station, but
only Alhazmi works there for pay on and
off for about a month at some point after
Almihdhar has gone overseas in June 2000.
Sam’s Star Mart gas station. [Source: Daniel
Hopsicker]

[WASHINGTON POST, 12/29/2001; LOS ANGELES
TIMES, 9/1/2002; US CONGRESS, 7/24/2003, PP.
XII, 11-12, 143-146, 155-157 ]

Gas Station's Owner Was Investigated - The Texaco gas station, Sam’s Star Mart, is
owned by Osama “Sam” Mustafa. [SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE, 7/25/2003] Mustafa was
first investigated by the FBI in 1991 after he told a police officer that the US
needed another Pan Am 103 attack and that he could be the one to carry out the
attack. He also said all Americans should be killed because of the 1991 Iraq War. In
1994, he was investigated for being a member of the Palestinian organizations
PFLP and PLO and for threatening to kill an Israeli intelligence officer living in San
Diego. The investigation was closed, but reopened again in 1997 when he was tied
to a possible plot in North Carolina. Apparently, it was closed again before 9/11.
He also associates with Osama Basnan and others who have contacts with the
hijackers. Witnesses later claim he cheered when he was first told of the 9/11
attacks. [US CONGRESS, 7/24/2003, PP. XII, 11-12, 143-146, 155-157 ]
Gas Station's Manager Was Also Investigated - The gas station is managed by Ed
Salamah (who apparently is also known as Iyad Kreiwesh). [WASHINGTON POST,
12/29/2001; SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE, 7/25/2003] In January 2000, the brother of an
unnamed, known al-Qaeda operative was under surveillance and was seen chatting
with Salamah. The Los Angeles FBI office was investigating this operative, and it
called Salamah about the person. Salamah refused to come to Los Angeles for an
interview, and refused to give his home address to be interviewed there. Faced
with a reluctant witness, the FBI dropped the matter. [US CONGRESS, 7/24/2003, PP.
XII, 11-12, 143-146, 155-157
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Other Gas Station Employees May Know of 9/11 Plot - Mohdar Abdullah, a friend of
Alhazmi and Almihdhar, also works at the gas station around this time. He may
have learned of the 9/11 plot as early as the spring of 2000 (see Early 2000).
Additionally, according to one witness, Abdullah, Osama Awadallah, Omar
Bakarbashat, and other gas station employees will appear to show foreknowledge
of the 9/11 attacks one day before they take place (see Late August-September
10, 2001). [9/11 COMMISSION, 7/24/2004, PP. 219-220, 249-50, 532]
FBI Informant Stays Silent - The hijackers are living with an FBI informant named
Abdussattar Shaikh who is aware of their contact with at least Mustafa, and Shaikh
has given reports about Mustafa to the FBI in the past. However, Shaikh fails to tell
the FBI about their contacts with him. The 9/11 Congressional Inquiry will later
strongly imply that Salamah and Mustafa assisted the hijackers with the 9/11 plot,
but the FBI will appear uninterested in them and will maintain that the hijackers
received no assistance from anyone. [US CONGRESS, 7/24/2003, PP. XII, 11-12, 143-146,
155-157 ] Shaikh will also later admit that he knew Alhazmi was working illegally
at the gas station, but he didn’t tell his FBI handler about this (see Autumn 2000).
Entity Tags: Mohdar Abdullah, Khalid Almihdhar, Federal Bureau of Investigation,

Osama Awadallah, Nawaf Alhazmi, Ed Salamah, Osama Basnan, Osama (“Sam”)
Mustafa, Omar Bakarbashat
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Key Hijacker Events, Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi
Connection, Possible Hijacker Associates in US
September 2000: Basnan and Bin Al-Shibh Are Somehow Linked

Osama Basnan and Ramzi bin al-Shibh are somehow linked this month, possibly
through a female relative or friend of Basnan’s. Basnan is a suspected Saudi spy
who helped future 9/11 hijackers Nawaf Alhazmi and Khalid Almihdhar in San
Diego, and bin al-Shibh is a hijacker associate in Hamburg, Germany, linked to
Mohamed Atta and other 9/11 hijackers there. In November 2003, an unnamed FBI
agent who focuses on investigating Basnan after 9/11 will be interviewed by the
9/11 Commission. This agent will be paraphrased saying that “one interesting fact
is that Osama Basnan’s”—then there is a redacted gap of two or more words—“was
in phone and e-mail contact with Ramzi bin al-Shibh in September 2000.” This
agent states that “they apparently met over the Internet, as bin al-Shibh was
looking for an American wife.” The agent also notes that “bin al-Shibh has
confirmed this fact in interrogations.” [9/11 COMMISSION, 11/17/2003 ]
Entity Tags: Ramzi bin al-Shibh, Osama Basnan
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi Connection, Ramzi Bin Al-Shibh

September 5, 2000: 9/11 Hijacker Alhazmi Helps Housemate
Cash Checks? FBI Later Flubs Investigation

A total of $1,900 is deposited in 9/11 hijacker Nawaf
Alhazmi’s Bank of America account from a set of traveler’s
checks worth $4,000 that were issued in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia
on July 16, 2000 to a man named Yazeed al-Salmi. The same
day, Alhazmi withdraws $1,900. US investigators will
therefore later hypothesize that Alhazmi is just helping alSalmi cash the checks, since al-Salmi does not open a US bank
account of his own until September 11, 2000. Al-Salmi arrived
in San Diego on a student visa on August 7, 2000 and moved in
with Alhazmi and FBI counterterrorism informant Abdussattar
Shaikh three days later, staying for about one month (see
August 10-September 2000 and Mid-May-December 2000).
Yazeed al-Salmi.
[Source: Channel 10
After 9/11, the FBI will detain al-Salmi as a material witness
News]
and question him because of his contacts with Alhazmi, and
he will testify before a grand jury before being deported to Saudi Arabia. However,
al-Salmi does not mention the traveler’s checks in the interrogation and the FBI
will not find out about them until after he is deported. Also, another associate of
the hijackers, Mohdar Abdullah, will later claim that al-Salmi tells him he
previously knew hijacker pilot Hani Hanjour as a child in Saudi Arabia (see (Early
2000-November 2000)). When the FBI interviews al-Salmi again, in Saudi Arabia in
2004, he will claim he no longer remembers the $1,900 transaction, and the FBI
will fail to ask him about his alleged childhood ties to Hanjour. [9/11 COMMISSION,
7/24/2004, PP. 222, 518; 9/11 COMMISSION, 8/21/2004, PP. 139 ; TIME, 8/22/2004] There
are later indications that al-Salmi and some of his associates have some
foreknowledge of 9/11 (see Late August-September 10, 2001).
Entity Tags: Nawaf Alhazmi, Mohdar Abdullah, Yazeed al-Salmi, Federal Bureau of

Investigation, Hani Hanjour, Abdussattar Shaikh
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Hani Hanjour, Possible Hijacker Associates in
US, Possible 9/11 Hijacker Funding, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi Connection
June 23-July 2001: Alleged Hijacker Associate Basnan Appears to
Take over for Hijacker Associate Al-Bayoumi in San Diego

Omar al-Bayoumi and Osama Basnan are friends with each other and suspected
associates of 9/11 hijackers Khalid Almihdhar and Nawaf Alhazmi. On June 23,
2001, al-Bayoumi moves out of the Parkwood Apartments in San Diego where
Almihdhar and Alhazmi had lived the year before, and possibly live in again just
before 9/11 (see Early September 2001). Basnan had been living in an apartment
complex nearby, but he moves into the Parkwood Apartments in July. On the rental
application, Basnan lists al-Bayoumi as a personal reference and a friend. A
classified FBI report shortly after 9/11 suggests that the fact that Basnan moved in
shortly after al-Bayoumi left “could indicate he succeeded Omar al-Bayoumi and
may be undertaking activities on behalf of the Government of Saudi Arabia.” Both
Basnan and al-Bayoumi have been suspected to be Saudi government agents.
[FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, 10/3/2001 ] Al-Bayoumi moves to Britain (see
September 21-28, 2001). Basnan remains in San Diego through 9/11. According to
one US official, Basnan later “celebrate[s] the heroes of September 11” and talks
about “what a wonderful, glorious day it had been” at a party shortly after the
attacks. [NEWSWEEK, 11/24/2002; SAN DIEGO MAGAZINE, 9/2003]
Entity Tags: Osama Basnan, Omar al-Bayoumi
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi Connection

September 21-28, 2001: Suspected Hijacker Associate Is
Arrested in Britain, Then Released After Pressure from Saudi
Government

Omar al-Bayoumi, suspected al-Qaeda advance man and possible Saudi agent, is
arrested, and held for one week in Britain. He moved from San Diego to Britain in
late June 2001 (see June 23-July 2001) and is a studying at Aston University
Business School in Birmingham when he is taken into custody by British authorities
working with the FBI. [SAN DIEGO UNION-TRIBUNE, 10/27/2001; WASHINGTON POST,
12/29/2001; MSNBC, 11/27/2002] During a search of al-Bayoumi’s Birmingham
apartment (which includes ripping up the floorboards), the FBI finds the names
and phone numbers of two employees of the Saudi embassy’s Islamic Affairs
Department. [NEWSWEEK, 11/24/2002] “There was a link there,” a Justice
Department official says, adding that the FBI interviewed the employees and “that
was the end of that, in October or November of 2001.” The official adds, “I don’t
know why he had those names.” Nail al-Jubeir, chief spokesperson for the Saudi
embassy in Washington, says al-Bayoumi “called [the numbers] constantly.” [LOS
ANGELES TIMES, 11/24/2002] They also discover jihadist literature, and conclude he
“has connections to terrorist elements,” including al-Qaeda. [WASHINGTON POST,
7/25/2003] However, he is released after a week. [LOS ANGELES TIMES, 11/24/2002;
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British intelligence officials are frustrated that the FBI failed
to give them information that would have enabled them to keep al-Bayoumi in
custody longer than the seven days allowed under British anti-terrorism laws.
[LONDON TIMES, 10/19/2001; KGTV 10 (SAN DIEGO), 10/25/2001] Even FBI officials in San
Diego appear to have not been told of al-Bayoumi’s arrest by FBI officials in Britain
until after he is released. [SUNDAY MERCURY (BIRMINGHAM, UK), 10/21/2001] Newsweek
claims that classified sections of the 9/11 Congressional Inquiry indicate the Saudi
Embassy pushed for al-Bayoumi’s release— “another possible indicator of his highlevel [Saudi] connections.” [NEWSWEEK, 7/28/2003] A San Diego FBI agent later
secretly testifies that supervisors fail to act on evidence connecting to a Saudi
money trail. The FBI is said to conduct a massive investigation of al-Bayoumi
within days of 9/11, which shows he has connections to individuals who have been
designated by the US as foreign terrorists. [SUNDAY MERCURY (BIRMINGHAM, UK),
10/21/2001; US CONGRESS, 7/24/2003 ; NEWSWEEK, 7/28/2003] But two years later
witnesses connecting him to Saudi money apparently are not interviewed by the
FBI. Al-Bayoumi continues with his studies in Britain and is still there into 2002,
and yet is still not rearrested. [NEWSWEEK, 10/29/2001; WASHINGTON POST, 12/29/2001]
He disappears into Saudi Arabia by the time he reenters the news in November
2002. [SAN DIEGO MAGAZINE, 9/2003]
NEWSWEEK, 11/24/2002]

Entity Tags: Al-Qaeda, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Nail al-Jubeir, United Kingdom,

Omar al-Bayoumi
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi Connection, Saudi
Arabia, Londonistan - UK Counterterrorism, Key Captures and Deaths,
Counterterrorism Action After 9/11, 9/11 Related Criminal Proceedings
October 3, 2001: FBI Links Alleged Hijacker Associate Basnan to
Bin Laden Family and Saudi Government

A classified FBI report on this date indicates that alleged hijacker associate Osama
Basnan has long-time links to both the bin Laden family and the Saudi government.
The report states that Basnan has “been determined to have known Osama bin
Laden’s family in Saudi Arabia and to have telephonic contact with members of bin
Laden’s family who are currently in the US.” It also states, “The possibility of
[Basnan] being affiliated with the Saudi Arabian Government or the Saudi Arabian
Intelligence Service is supported by [Basnan] listing his employment in 1992 as the
—.” Unfortunately, the rest of that sentence remains redacted. The report further
notes that the fact that in July 2001 Basnan moved into the same San Diego
apartment building where hijackers Nawaf Alhazmi, Khalid Almihdhar, and hijacker
associate Omar al-Bayoumi lived right after al-Bayoumi moved away “could
indicate he succeeded Omar al-Bayoumi and may be undertaking activities on
behalf of the Government of Saudi Arabia” (see June 23-July 2001). The FBI
report, which will be obtained by the website Intelwire.com in 2008, is heavily
redacted, and all mentions of Basnan’s name appear to be redacted. However, one
can sometimes determine when Basnan is being referred to. For instance, the
same paragraph that mentions his link to the bin Laden family also says the same
person with that link hosted a party for Sheikh Omar Abdul-Rahman in 1992, and
press reports have indicated that person was Basnan (see October 17, 1992).
[FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, 10/3/2001

]

Entity Tags: Federal Bureau of Investigation, Osama Basnan, Omar Abdul-Rahman,

Omar al-Bayoumi
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi Connection, Saudi Arabia, Bin Laden Family,
FBI 9/11 Investigation, 9/11 Investigations
2002: Witness Possibly Connects Hijackers Alhazmi and
Almihdhar to Saudi Consulate Official

The FBI interviews Qualid
Benomrane, an Arabicspeaking taxi driver who had
done chauffeur work for the
Saudi consulate in Los
Angeles. Benomrane is
shown pictures of young
Arab men and asked if he
recognizes any of them. He
quickly picks hijackers
Nawaf Alhazmi and Khalid
Almihdhar out of the lineup. After realizing they were
Qualid Benomrane’s 2001 tax driver license. [Source: FBI]
9/11 hijackers, he denies
knowing them. The FBI asks him about his ties to Fahad al Thumairy, an official at
the Saudi consulate suspected of a link with those two hijackers. Benomrane says
that al Thumairy introduced him to two young Saudi men who had just arrived in
the US and needed help. Benomrane drove them to places in Los Angeles and San
Diego, including Sea World, a theme park in San Diego. [SHENON, 2008, PP. 309]
(Curiously, these two hijackers bought season passes to Sea World.) [LOS ANGELES
TIMES, 9/1/2002] 9/11 Commission staffers will later conclude it is highly likely that
the two men were Alhazmi and Almihdhar, despite Benomrane’s later denial. This
would mean al Thumairy knew the two hijackers. [SHENON, 2008, PP. 309] However,
the 9/11 Commission will fail to mention anything about this in their final report.
Entity Tags: Nawaf Alhazmi, Fahad al Thumairy, Qualid Benomrane, Khalid Almihdhar
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi Connection, 9/11

Investigations, 9/11 Commission, FBI 9/11 Investigation, Saudi Arabia
April 24-25, 2002: Saudi Prince Said to Meet Suspected Hijacker
Associate while Visiting Bush; Three Figures in Saudi Crown
Prince’s Entourage Are Wanted by FBI

Crown Prince Abdullah, the de facto ruler
of Saudi Arabia, is due to arrive in
Houston, Texas, to meet with President
Bush at his ranch in nearby Crawford,
Texas. Abdullah’s entourage is so large
that it fills eight airplanes. As these
planes land, US intelligence learns that
one person on the flight manifests is
wanted by US law enforcement, and two
more are on a terrorist watch list. An
informed source will later claim that the
FBI is ready to “storm the plane and pull
those guys off.” However, the State
Prince Bandar and President Bush meet at Bush’s Department fears an international
ranch in August, 2002. [Source: Associated
incident. An interagency conflict erupts
Press]
over what to do. The Wall Street Journal
will report in 2003, “Details about what happened to the three men in the end are
not entirely clear, and no one at [the State Department] was willing to provide any
facts about the incident. What is clear, though, is that the three didn’t get
anywhere near Crawford, but were also spared the ‘embarrassment’ of arrest. And
the House of Saud was spared an ‘international incident.’” [WALL STREET JOURNAL,
10/13/2003] The next day, Osama Basnan, an alleged associate of 9/11 hijackers
Nawaf Alhazmi and Khalid Almihdhar, reports his passport stolen to Houston police.
[NEWSWEEK, 11/24/2002] This confirms that Basnan is in Houston on the same day
that Crown Prince Abdullah, Prince Saud al-Faisal, and Saudi US Ambassador Prince
Bandar meet with President Bush, Vice President Cheney, Secretary of State
Powell, and National Security Adviser Rice at Bush’s Crawford ranch. [US-SAUDI
ARABIAN BUSINESS COUNCIL, 4/25/2002] While in Texas, it is believed that Basnan “met
with a high Saudi prince who has responsibilities for intelligence matters and is
known to bring suitcases full of cash into the United States.” [NEWSWEEK,
11/24/2002; GUARDIAN, 11/25/2002] The still-classified section of the 9/11
Congressional Inquiry is said to discuss the possibility of Basnan meeting this figure
at this time. [ASSOCIATED PRESS, 8/2/2003] It is unknown if Basnan and/or the Saudi
prince he allegedly meets have any connection to the three figures wanted by the
FBI, or even if one or both of them could have been among the wanted figures.
Basnan will be arrested in the US for visa fraud in August 2002, and then deported
two months later (see August 22-November 2002).
Entity Tags: Osama Basnan, Richard (“Dick”) Cheney, Nawaf Alhazmi, Saud al-Faisal, US

Department of State, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Condoleezza Rice, Abdullah bin
Abdulaziz al-Saud, Bandar bin Sultan, Colin Powell, George W. Bush, Khalid Almihdhar
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Key Hijacker Events, Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi
Connection, Saudi Arabia, Counterterrorism Action After 9/11
May 16, 2002: Pakistan Raid Shows Son of Saudi Official Is
Associated with 9/11 Hijackers

A CD-ROM containing a picture of a young Saudi man
named Saud al-Rashid is seized in an al-Qaeda safe
house in Karachi, Pakistan. The CD also contains the
pictures of three 9/11 hijackers, Nawaf Alhazmi,
Khalid Almihdhar, and Abdulaziz Alomari, placed in the
same folder with the picture of al-Rashid. The pictures
are all passport photos or pages of entry and exit
stamps from the same passports. All the computer files
of the pictures were saved in May 2001. A senior US
official says that investigators “were able to take this
piece of information and it showed clear signals or
lines that [al-Rashid] was connected to 9/11.” Media
reports in 2002 say that the raid takes place on August
Saud al-Rashid. [Source: FBI]
15, but an FBI report made public years later will show
the raid took place on May 16 but the importance of the CD-ROM’s contents was
not discovered until August 15. [ASSOCIATED PRESS, 8/21/2002; 9/11 COMMISSION,
7/24/2004, PP. 526; FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, 2010]

Al-Rashid Escapes Dragnet - On August 21, six days after the files on the CD-ROM
are discovered, the US will issue a worldwide dragnet to find al-Rashid. [ASSOCIATED
PRESS, 8/21/2002] But they are unable to catch him because a few days later, he
flees from Egypt to Saudi Arabia and turns himself in to the Saudi authorities. The
Saudis apparently will not try him for any crime or allow the FBI to interview him.
[CNN, 8/26/2002; CNN, 8/31/2002]

Al-Rashid's Background - Al-Rashid was in Afghanistan in 2000 and 2001, where he
met 9/11 hijacker Ahmed Alhaznawi “once or twice” in a guest house. [NEW YORK
TIMES, 7/29/2003; 9/11 COMMISSION, 7/24/2004, PP. 526] Although detainees identify him
as a candidate 9/11 hijacker, he claims not to have met Osama bin Laden or Khalid
Shaikh Mohammed (KSM), or even to have heard of al-Qaeda. Under interrogation,
KSM will say al-Rashid was headstrong and immature and dropped out of the plot
after returning to Saudi Arabia for a visa, either due to second thoughts or the
influence of his family. However, doubts will be raised about the reliability of
KSM’s statements under interrogation (see August 6, 2007). [9/11 COMMISSION,
7/24/2004, PP. 526] Intriguingly, al-Rashid’s father is Hamid al-Rashid, a Saudi
government official who paid a salary to Omar al-Bayoumi, an associate of both
Almihdhar and Alhazmi who is later suspected of being a Saudi agent. [NEW YORK
TIMES, 7/29/2003]

Passport Clue - Also intriguingly, the pictures from Saeed Alghamdi’s and Khalid
Almihdhar’s passports show the passports were issued at “Holy Capital.” This may
be an indicator placed by the Saudi government to show that the passport holders
are radicals. [FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION, 2010]
Other Evidence? - Florida FBI agent Tom Yowell will later mention to the 9/11
Commission that he remembers some other 9/11-related evidence captured in a
May 2002 Karachi raid, including mention of the address of a Virginia post office
box (see February 19-20, 2001 and April 3-4, 2001 and around) and videos of the
9/11 hijackers. But which hijackers were videotaped, and where and when, is not
mentioned. [9/11 COMMISSION, 12/4/2003 ]
Entity Tags: Khalid Shaikh Mohammed, Khalid Almihdhar, Nawaf Alhazmi, Omar al-

Bayoumi, Tom Yowell, Hamid al-Rashid, Saud al-Rashid, Al-Qaeda, Federal Bureau of
Investigation, Abdulaziz Alomari, Ahmed Alhaznawi
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Other 9/11 Hijackers, Bayoumi and Basnan
Saudi Connection, Pakistan and the ISI, Saudi Arabia
August 2, 2002: CIA Memo Says Evidence of Saudi Government
Support for Hijackers Is ‘Incontrovertible’

According to Sen. Bob Graham (D-FL), the 9/11 Congressional Inquiry he co-chairs
later will uncover a CIA memo written on this date. The author of the memo writes
about hijackers Khalid Almihdhar and Nawaf Alhazmi and concludes that there is
“incontrovertible evidence that there is support for these terrorists within the
Saudi government.” [GRAHAM AND NUSSBAUM, 2004, PP. 169] Apparently, this memo will
be discussed in the completely censored section of the Inquiry’s final report that
deals with foreign government involvement in the 9/11 plot (see August 1-3,
2003). Osama Basnan, one of the key players in a suspected transfer of funds from
the Saudi government to these two hijackers, is arrested in the US a few weeks
after this memo is written, but he will be deported two months after that (see
August 22-November 2002).
Entity Tags: Khalid Almihdhar, Central Intelligence Agency, Daniel Robert (“Bob”)

Graham, Nawaf Alhazmi
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Key Hijacker Events, Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi
Connection, 9/11 Congressional Inquiry, Saudi Arabia, 9/11 Investigations
August 22-November 2002: Possible Hijacker Associate Is
Arrested, Then Deported

Osama Basnan, an alleged associate of 9/11 hijackers Nawaf Alhazmi and Khalid
Almihdhar, and his wife are arrested for visa fraud. [NEWSWEEK, 11/22/2002; LOS
ANGELES TIMES, 11/24/2002] One report says he is arrested for allegedly having links
to Omar al-Bayoumi. [ARAB NEWS, 11/26/2002] On October 22, Basnan and his wife,
Majeda Dweikat, admit they used false immigration documents to stay in the US.
[KGTV 10 (SAN DIEGO), 10/22/2002] Possible financial connections between Basnan and
al-Bayoumi, Alhazmi and Almihdhar, and the Saudi royal family are known to the
9/11 Congressional Inquiry (as well as the FBI and CIA) at this time. Remarkably,
Basnan is deported to Saudi Arabia on November 17, 2002. His wife is deported to
Jordan the same day. [WASHINGTON POST, 11/24/2002] Less than a week after the
deportations, new media reports make Basnan a widely known suspect. [NEWSWEEK,
11/22/2002]

Entity Tags: Nawaf Alhazmi, Khalid Almihdhar, Osama Basnan, Central Intelligence

Agency, Omar al-Bayoumi, 9/11 Congressional Inquiry, Federal Bureau of Investigation,
Majeda Dweikat
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Counterterrorism Action After 9/11, Bayoumi
and Basnan Saudi Connection, Internal US Security After 9/11, 9/11 Related Criminal
Proceedings
November 22, 2002: Newsweek Reports Saudi Royals Sent Money
to Hijackers’ Associates

Newsweek reports that hijackers Nawaf Alhazmi and Khalid Almihdhar may have
received money from Saudi Arabia’s royal family through two Saudis, Omar alBayoumi and Osama Basnan. Newsweek bases its report on information leaked
from the 9/11 Congressional Inquiry in October. [NEWSWEEK, 11/22/2002; NEWSWEEK,
11/22/2002; NEW YORK TIMES, 11/23/2002; WASHINGTON POST, 11/23/2003] Al-Bayoumi is in
Saudi Arabia by this time. Basnan was deported to Saudi Arabia just five days
earlier. Saudi officials and Princess Haifa immediately deny any connections to
Islamic militants. [LOS ANGELES TIMES, 11/24/2002] Newsweek reports that while the
money trail “could be perfectly innocent… it is nonetheless intriguing—and could
ultimately expose the Saudi government to some of the blame for 9/11…”
[NEWSWEEK, 11/22/2002] Some Saudi newspapers, which usually reflect government
thinking, claim the leak is blackmail to pressure Saudi Arabia into supporting war
with Iraq. [MSNBC, 11/27/2002] Senior US government officials claim the FBI and CIA
failed to aggressively pursue leads that might have linked the two hijackers to
Saudi Arabia. This causes a bitter dispute between FBI and CIA officials and the
intelligence panel investigating the 9/11 attacks. [NEW YORK TIMES, 11/23/2002] A
number of senators, including Richard Shelby (R-AL), John McCain (R-AZ), Mitch
McConnell (R-KY), Joseph Lieberman (D-CT), Bob Graham (D-FL), Joseph Biden (DDE), and Charles Schumer (D-NY), express concern about the Bush administration’s
action (or non-action) regarding the Saudi royal family and its possible role in
funding Islamic militants. [REUTERS, 11/24/2002; NEW YORK TIMES, 11/25/2002]
Lieberman says, “I think it’s time for the president to blow the whistle and
remember what he said after September 11—you’re either with us or you’re with
the al-Qaeda.” [ABC NEWS, 11/25/2002] FBI officials strongly deny any deliberate
connection between these two men and the Saudi government or the hijackers
[TIME, 11/24/2002] , but later even more connections between them and both
entities are revealed. [US CONGRESS, 7/24/2003 ]
Entity Tags: Joseph Biden, Joseph Lieberman, Omar al-Bayoumi, Nawaf Alhazmi, Mitch

McConnell, John McCain, Khalid Almihdhar, Federal Bureau of Investigation, Bush
administration (43), Charles Schumer, Saudi Arabia, Daniel Robert (“Bob”) Graham,
9/11 Congressional Inquiry, Central Intelligence Agency, Osama Basnan, Richard Shelby
Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
Category Tags: Key Hijacker Events, Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi
Connection, Saudi Arabia
April 2003: 9/11 Commission’s Zelikow Refuses to Approve Half
of Interview Requests for ‘Saudi Connection’ Investigators

Two investigators on the 9/11 Commission, Mike Jacobson and Dana Leseman,
compile a list of interviews they want to do to investigate leads indicating that
two of the 9/11 hijackers, Khalid Almihdhar and Nawaf Alhazmi, were linked to
elements of the Saudi government. The list is submitted to Philip Zelikow, the
commission’s executive director, for approval. However, a few days later Zelikow
replies that the twenty interviews requested is too much, and they can only do
half the interviews. Leseman, a former Justice Department lawyer, is unhappy
with this, as it is traditional to demand the widest range of documents and
interviews early on, so that reductions can be made later in negotiations if need
be.
'We Need the Interviews' - Leseman tells Zelikow that his decision is “very
arbitrary” and “crazy,” adding: “Philip, this is ridiculous. We need the interviews.
We need these documents. Why are you trying to limit our investigation?” Zelikow
says that he does not want to overwhelm federal agencies with document and
interview requests at an early stage of the investigation, but, according to author
Philip Shenon, after this, “Zelikow was done explaining. He was not in the business
of negotiating with staff who worked for him.”
More Conflicts - This is the first of several conflicts between Zelikow and Leseman,
who, together with Jacobson, had been on the staff of the 9/11 Congressional
Inquiry and had researched this issue there. Shenon will write: “Leseman was that
rare thing on the commission: She was not afraid of Zelikow; she would not be
intimidated by him. In fact, from the moment she arrived at the commission’s
offices on K Street, she seemed to almost relish the daily combat with Zelikow,
even if she wondered aloud to her colleagues why there had to be any combat at
all.” [SHENON, 2008, PP. 109-111]
Later Fired, Evidence Deleted from Final Report - Zelikow will later fire Leseman
from the commission for mishandling classified information (see April 2003 and
(April 2003)) and will have the evidence of the Saudi connection gathered by
Jacobson and Leseman’s successor, Raj De, deleted from the main text of the
commission’s report (see June 2004).
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Timeline Tags: 9/11 Timeline
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Commission, Role of Philip Zelikow, 9/11 Investigations

April 2003: 9/11 Commission’s Zelikow Blocks Access to Key
Document by ‘Saudi Connection’ Investigators

9/11 Commission Executive Director Philip Zelikow prevents two investigators,
Mike Jacobson and Dana Leseman, from viewing a key document they need for
their work. Jacobson and Leseman are working on the ‘Saudi Connection’ section
of the commission’s investigation, researching leads that there may have been a
link between two of the 9/11 hijackers, Khalid Almihdhar and Nawaf Alhazmi, and
elements of the government of Saudi Arabia. Zelikow is also involved in another,
related dispute with Leseman at this time (see April 2003).
28 Pages - The classified document in question is part of the 9/11 Congressional
Inquiry, 28 pages that were redacted in the final report and concerned possible
Saudi government support for two of the 9/11 hijackers (see August 1-3, 2003).
The 28 pages were actually written by Jacobson and are obviously relevant to his
and Leseman’s work at the 9/11 Commission, but Jacobson cannot remember
every detail of what he wrote.
Stalled - Leseman therefore asks Zelikow to get her a copy, but Zelikow fails to do
so for weeks, instead concluding a deal with the Justice Department that bans
even 9/11 commissioners from some access to the Congressional Inquiry’s files (see
Before April 24, 2003). Leseman confronts Zelikow, demanding: “Philip, how are
we supposed to do our work if you won’t provide us with basic research material?”
Zelikow apparently does not answer, but storms away. [SHENON, 2008, PP. 110-112]
Leseman Later Fired - Leseman later obtains the document through a channel
other than Zelikow, and will be fired for this (see (April 2003)).
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(April 2003): Zelikow Fires ‘Saudi Connection’ Investigator from
9/11 Commission in Dispute over 28 Redacted Pages from
Congressional Inquiry

9/11 Commission Executive Director Philip Zelikow fires one of the commission’s
investigators, Dana Leseman, with whom he has had a number of conflicts (see
April 2003). Leseman and a colleague were researching a possible link between
two of the 9/11 hijackers, Khalid Almihdhar and Nawaf Alhazmi, and elements of
the government of Saudi Arabia.
Blocked - The firing stems from a dispute over the handling of classified
information. Leseman asked Zelikow to provide her with a document she needed
for her work, 28 redacted pages from the 9/11 Congressional Inquiry report she
had helped research herself, but Zelikow had failed to do so for some time (see
April 2003 and August 1-3, 2003). Leseman then obtained a copy of the report
through a channel other than Zelikow, which is a breach of the commission’s rules
on handling classified information. Some colleagues will later say that this is just a
minor infraction of the rules, as the document is relevant to Leseman’s work, she
has the security clearance to see it, and she keeps it in a safe in the commission’s
offices. However, she does not actually have authorisation to have the document
at this point.
'Zero-Tolerance Policy' - Zelikow will later say she violated the commission’s “zerotolerance policy on the handling of classified information,” and that she
“committed a set of very serious violations in the handling of the most highly
classified information.” Zelikow is supported by the commission’s lawyer Daniel
Marcus, as they are both worried that a scandal about the mishandling of classified
information could seriously damage the commission’s ability to obtain more
classified information, and will be used as a stick to beat the commission by its
opponents.
Fired, Kept Secret - Zelikow is informed that Leseman has the document by a
staffer on one of the commission’s other teams who has also had a conflict with
Leseman, and fires her “only hours” after learning this. Luckily for the commission
and Leseman, no word of the firing reaches the investigation’s critics in Congress.
Author Philip Shenon will comment, “The fact that the news did not leak was proof
of how tightly Zelikow was able to control the flow of information on the
commission.”
'Do Not Cross Me' - Shenon will add: “To Leseman’s friends, it seemed that Zelikow
had accomplished all of his goals with her departure. He had gotten rid of the one
staff member who had emerged early on as his nemesis; he had managed to eject
her without attracting the attention of the press corps or the White House. And he
had found a way to send a message to the staff: ‘Do not cross me’.” [SHENON, 2008,
PP. 110-113] Zelikow will later be investigated for mishandling classified information
himself, but will apparently be exonerated (see Summer 2004).
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May 6-8, 2003: Saudi Official with Possible 9/11 Ties Is Deported
from US

Fahad al Thumairy, a Saudi official suspected of contacts with two 9/11 hijackers,
is deported from the US. Al Thumairy had worked at the Saudi consulate in Los
Angeles since 1996. In March 2003, he was secretly put on a watch list due to
suspected terrorist links. He then left the US to visit Saudi Arabia. When he
returns on May 6, he is stopped at the Los Angeles International Airport and
detained, despite having a special diplomatic visa. He is held in custody for two
days and questioned for several hours, but apparently he says very little. Then he
is deported to Saudi Arabia. [LOS ANGELES TIMES, 5/10/2003] Al Thumairy was in
frequent contact with hijacker associate Omar al-Bayoumi (see December 1998December 2000), and the FBI gained evidence he could have been in contact with
hijackers Nawaf Alhazmi and Khalid Almihdhar (see 2002), as well as al-Qaeda
figure Khallad bin Attash (see June 9, 2000). Journalist Philip Shenon will later
comment that al Thumairy “had a reputation as fanatically anti-American.”
[SHENON, 2008, PP. 53]
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(Summer 2003): 9/11 Commissioner Tells White House of Saudi
Links to 9/11 Plotters, White House Uninterested

9/11 Commissioner John Lehman repeatedly meets with Bush administration
officials and discusses links between the 9/11 hijackers and Saudi government
officials.
Lehman Interested in Saudi Money - Lehman is aware that the Commission’s
investigators are working the topic and is interested to see what they will find.
According to author Philip Shenon, “He thought it was clear early on that there
was some sort of Saudi support network in San Diego that had made it possible for
the hijackers to hide in plain sight in Southern California.” He is especially
intrigued by money possibly passed from Princess Haifa, wife of the Saudi
ambassador to the US, to associates of the hijackers (see December 4, 1999),
although Lehman thinks she would not have known the money’s real destination
and had simply signed checks given her by radicals at the Saudi embassy in
Washington. Lehman also doubts that the Saudi officials knew the details of the
9/11 plot, but thinks they knew the hijackers were “bad guys,” and “The bad guys
knew who to go to to get help.”
Critical of 'Stonewalling' - Lehman is also interested in possible links between Iraq
and al-Qaeda and goes to the White House to discuss these with administration
officials. However, at the meetings he brings up the Saudi connection. There are
several meetings, but the administration is not at all interested in the Saudi angle.
Lehman will say: “I used to go over to see [White House chief of staff] Andy
[Card], and I met with [Defense Secretary Donald] Rumsfeld three or four times,
mainly to say, ‘What are you guys doing? This stonewalling is so
counterproductive.’”
No Interest in Saudi Connection - However, there is an absolute lack of interest on
the administration’s part about the Saudi information. According to Shenon,
“Lehman was struck by the determination of the Bush White House to try to hide
any evidence of the relationship between the Saudis and al-Qaeda.” Lehman will
say: “They were refusing to declassify anything having to do with Saudi Arabia.
Anything having to do with the Saudis, for some reason, it had this very special
sensitivity.” [SHENON, 2008, PP. 185-186]
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(Summer 2003): FBI Reluctance over Saudi Connection Leads to
Complaint from 9/11 Commissioner

The FBI is initially reluctant to provide documents to the 9/11 Commission team
investigating possible links between hijackers Khalid Almihdhar and Nawaf Alhazmi
on the one hand and some Saudi government officials on the other.
Investigators' Attitude - The investigators, Michael Jacobson, Raj De, and Hyon
Kim, have come to believe that, in author Philip Shenon’s words, there could be
“few innocent explanations for why so many Saudis and other Arab men living in
Southern California had come forward to help the two hijackers—to help them find
a home, to set up bank accounts, to travel.” Jacobson previously worked on the
9/11 Congressional Inquiry and formed the opinion then that FBI officials had tried
to hide much of the evidence in its files linked to Almihdhar and Alhazmi.
FBI Drags Its Feet - At first, according to Shenon, the FBI “is as uncooperative with
the 9/11 Commission as it had been in the Congressional investigation” and is
“painfully slow to meet the Commission’s initial request for documents and
interviews.” The three investigators want a formal protest to be made over the
foot-dragging, but realize their team leader, Dietrich Snell, will not make one, due
to what they perceive to be overcaution on his part. Therefore, they approach
9/11 commissioner and former Deputy Attorney General Jamie Gorelick and she
then contacts FBI Director Robert Mueller, warning him he will lose the
Commission’s goodwill if he does not start co-operating. [SHENON, 2008, PP. 184-185]
In the spring of 2004, Mueller will launch a charm offensive against the
Commission and will make significant efforts to comply with its requests (see
Spring 2004).
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July 24, 2003: 9/11 Congressional Inquiry Suggests 9/11
Hijackers Received Considerable Assistance Inside US

The 9/11 Congressional Inquiry’s final report concludes that at least six 9/11
hijackers received “substantial assistance” from associates in the US, though it’s
“not known to what extent any of these contacts in the United States were aware
of the plot.” These hijackers came into contact with at least 14 people who were
investigated by the FBI before 9/11, and four of those investigations were active
while the hijackers were present. But in June 2002, FBI Director Mueller testified:
“While here, the hijackers effectively operated without suspicion, triggering
nothing that would have alerted law enforcement and doing nothing that exposed
them to domestic coverage. As far as we know, they contacted no known terrorist
sympathizers in the United States” (see June 18, 2002). CIA Director Tenet made
similar comments at the same time, and another FBI official stated, “[T]here were
no contacts with anybody we were looking at inside the United States.” These
comments are untrue, because one FBI document from November 2001 uncovered
by the Inquiry concludes that the six lead hijackers “maintained a web of contacts
both in the United States and abroad. These associates, ranging in degrees of
closeness, include friends and associates from universities and flight schools,
former roommates, people they knew through mosques and religious activities,
and employment contacts. Other contacts provided legal, logistical, or financial
assistance, facilitated US entry and flight school enrollment, or were known from
[al-Qaeda]-related activities or training.” [US CONGRESS, 7/24/2003 ] The
declassified sections of the 9/11 Congressional Inquiry’s final report show the
hijackers have contact with:
Mamoun Darkazanli, investigated several times starting in 1993 (see 1993; Late
1998); the CIA makes repeated efforts to turn him into an informer (see December
1999).
Mohammed Haydar Zammar, investigated by Germany since at least 1997 (see
1996), the Germans periodically inform the CIA what they learn.
Osama Basnan, US intelligence is informed of his connections to Islamic militants
several times in early 1990s but fails to investigate (see April 1998).
Omar al-Bayoumi, investigated in San Diego from 1998-1999 (see September
1998-July 1999).
Anwar al-Awlaki, investigated in San Diego from 1999-2000 (see June 1999-March
2000).
Osama “Sam” Mustafa, owner of a San Diego gas station, and investigated
beginning in 1991 (see Autumn 2000).
Ed Salamah, manager of the same gas station, and an uncooperative witness in
2000 (see Autumn 2000).
An unnamed friend of Hani Hanjour, whom the FBI tries to investigate in 2001.
An unnamed associate of Marwan Alshehhi, investigated beginning in 1999.
Hijackers Nawaf Alhazmi and Khalid Almihdhar, who had contact with Basnan, alBayoumi, al-Awlaki, Mustafa, and Salamah, “maintained a number of other
contacts in the local Islamic community during their time in San Diego, some of
whom were also known to the FBI through counterterrorist inquiries and
investigations,” but details of these individuals and possible others are still
classified. [US CONGRESS, 7/24/2003 ] None of the above people have been arrested
or even publicly charged with any crime associated with terrorism, although
Zammar is in prison in Syria.
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July 30, 2003: Saudi Interior Minister Vows to Never Extradite
Omar Al-Bayoumi or Anyone Else

Saudi Interior Minister Prince Nayef bin Abdul-Aziz vows not to extradite Omar alBayoumi, who has been alleged to be a Saudi spy who assisted two of the 9/11
hijackers in the US. He says, “We have never handed over a Saudi to a state or a
foreign side, and we will never do it.” [GRAHAM AND NUSSBAUM, 2004, PP. 224, 277]
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August 2003: FBI and CIA Forced to Reopen Investigation into
Saudi Link to 9/11

In the wake of the 9/11 Congressional Inquiry report, and “under intense pressure
from Congress,” as the Boston Globe puts it, the FBI and CIA reopen an
investigation into whether Saudi Arabian officials aided the 9/11 plot. [BOSTON
GLOBE, 8/3/2003] In early August, Saudi Arabia allows the FBI to interview Omar alBayoumi. However, the interview takes place in Saudi Arabia, and apparently on
his terms, with Saudi government handlers present. [NEW YORK TIMES, 8/5/2003;
ASSOCIATED PRESS, 8/6/2003] Says one anonymous government terrorism consultant,
“They are revisiting everybody. The [FBI] did not do a very good job of unraveling
the conspiracy behind the hijackers.” [BOSTON GLOBE, 8/3/2003] But by September,
the Washington Post reports that the FBI has concluded that the idea al-Bayoumi
was a Saudi government agent is “without merit and has largely abandoned further
investigation… The bureau’s September 11 investigative team, which is still
tracking down details of the plot, has reached similar conclusions about other
associates named or referred to in the congressional inquiry report.” [WASHINGTON
POST, 9/10/2003] Yet another article claims that by late August, some key people
who interacted with al-Bayoumi have yet to be interviewed by the FBI. “Countless
intelligence leads that might help solve” the mystery of a Saudi connection to the
hijackers “appear to have been underinvestigated or completely overlooked by the
FBI, particularly in San Diego.” [SAN DIEGO MAGAZINE, 9/2003] Not only were they
never interviewed when the investigation was supposedly reopened, they were not
interviewed in the months after 9/11 either, when the FBI supposedly opened an
“intense investigation” of al-Bayoumi, visiting “every place he was known to have
gone, and [compiling] 4,000 pages of documents detailing his activities.”
[NEWSWEEK, 7/28/2003]
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August 1-3, 2003: Leaks Hint at Saudi Involvement in 9/11

In the wake of the release of the 9/11 Congressional Inquiry’s full report,
anonymous officials leak some details from a controversial, completely censored
28-page section that focuses on possible Saudi support for 9/11. According to leaks
given to the New York Times, the section says that Omar al-Bayoumi and/or Osama
Basnan “had at least indirect links with two hijackers [who] were probably Saudi
intelligence agents and may have reported to Saudi government officials.” It also
says that Anwar al-Awlaki “was a central figure in a support network that aided
the same two hijackers.” Most connections drawn in the report between the men,
Saudi intelligence, and 9/11 is said to be circumstantial. [NEW YORK TIMES, 8/2/2003]
One key section is said to read, “On the one hand, it is possible that these kinds of
connections could suggest, as indicated in a CIA memorandum, ‘incontrovertible
evidence that there is support for these terrorists… On the other hand, it is also
possible that further investigation of these allegations could reveal legitimate, and
innocent, explanations for these associations.’”(see August 2, 2002) Some of the
most sensitive information involves what US agencies are doing currently to
investigate Saudi business figures and organizations. [ASSOCIATED PRESS, 8/2/2003]
According to the New Republic, the section outlines “connections between the
hijacking plot and the very top levels of the Saudi royal family.” An anonymous
official is quoted as saying, “There’s a lot more in the 28 pages than money.
Everyone’s chasing the charities. They should be chasing direct links to high levels
of the Saudi government. We’re not talking about rogue elements. We’re talking
about a coordinated network that reaches right from the hijackers to multiple
places in the Saudi government.… If the people in the administration trying to link
Iraq to al-Qaeda had one-one-thousandth of the stuff that the 28 pages has linking
a foreign government to al-Qaeda, they would have been in good shape.… If the 28
pages were to be made public, I have no question that the entire relationship with
Saudi Arabia would change overnight.” [NEW REPUBLIC, 8/1/2003] The section also is
critical that the issue of foreign government support remains unresolved. One
section reads, “In their testimony, neither CIA or FBI officials were able to address
definitely the extent of such support for the hijackers, globally or within the
United States, or the extent to which such support, if it exists, is knowing or
inadvertent in nature. This gap in intelligence community coverage is
unacceptable.” [BOSTON GLOBE, 8/3/2003]
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August 6, 2003: Two Investigative Journalists Say Almihdhar and
Alhazmi Worked for Saudi Intelligence and Were Protected by
CIA

After 9/11, an unnamed former CIA officer who worked in
Saudi Arabia will tell investigative journalist Joe Trento
that hijackers Nawaf Alhazmi and Khalid Almihdhar were
allowed to operate in the US unchecked (see, e.g.,
February 4-Mid-May 2000 and Mid-May-December 2000)
because they were agents of Saudi Arabia’s intelligence
agency. “We had been unable to penetrate al-Qaeda. The
Saudis claimed that they had done it successfully. Both
Alhazmi and Almihdhar were Saudi agents. We thought
they had been screened. It turned out the man
responsible for recruiting them had been loyal to Osama
bin Laden. The truth is bin Laden himself was a Saudi
Joe Trento. [Source: Canal+] agent at one time. He successfully penetrated Saudi
intelligence and created his own operation inside. The
CIA relied on the Saudis vetting their own agents. It was a huge mistake. The
reason the FBI was not given any information about either man is because they
were Saudi assets operating with CIA knowledge in the United States.” [STORIES
THAT MATTER, 8/6/2003] In a 2006 book the Trentos will add: “Saudi intelligence had
sent agents Khalid Almihdhar and Nawaf Alhazmi to spy on a meeting of top
associates of al-Qaeda in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, January 5-8, 2000. ‘The
CIA/Saudi hope was that the Saudis would learn details of bin Laden’s future plans.
Instead plans were finalized and the Saudis learned nothing,’ says a terrorism
expert who asks that his identity be withheld… Under normal circumstances, the
names of Almihdhar and Alhazmi should have been placed on the State
Department, Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS), and US Customs watch
lists. The two men would have been automatically denied entry into the US.
Because they were perceived as working for a friendly intelligence service,
however, the CIA did not pass along the names.” [TRENTO AND TRENTO, 2006, PP. 8]
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February 23, 2004: Saudi Official Lies to 9/11 Commission about
Ties to Hijackers’ Associate

Fahad al Thumairy, a Saudi diplomat the 9/11 Commission thinks is tied to an
associate of two 9/11 hijackers named Omar al-Bayoumi, is interviewed by the
Commission and lies about these connections. The Commission’s staff thinks that
al Thumairy was, in author Philip Shenon’s words, “a middleman of some sort for
[9/11 hijackers] Nawaf Alhazmi and Khalid Almihdhar,” and they have compiled a
long dossier on him, mostly based on evidence that staffer Mike Jacobson found in
FBI files. According to Shenon, the evidence suggests al Thumairy “had
orchestrated help for the hijackers through a network of Saudi and other Arab
expatriates living throughout Southern California and led by… al-Bayoumi.” When
al Thumairy is interviewed by Raj De and other Commission investigators in Riyadh
—in the presence of Saudi government minders—he initially claims, “I do not know
this man al-Bayoumi.” However, the investigators have witnesses who say al
Thumairy and al-Bayoumi know each other, have records of phone calls between
the two men (see December 1998-December 2000 and January-May 2000), and alBayoumi has admitted knowing al Thumairy, although they allegedly spoke “solely
on religious matters.” De cuts off al Thumairy’s denial, telling him: “Your phone
records tell a different story. We have your phone records.” Although al-Bayoumi
still professes ignorance, De explains they have the phone records from the FBI, at
which point al Thumairy realizes his difficulty and says, “I have contact with a lot
of people.” [SHENON, 2008, PP. 309-311]
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March 24, 2004-May 2004: FBI Says Saudi Associates of Hijackers
Not Involved in Plot; This Conclusion Is Disputed

It is reported that the FBI has closed down their investigation into Saudis Omar alBayoumi and Osama Basnan. The Associated Press reports, “The FBI concluded at
most the two Saudi men occasionally provided information to their kingdom or
helped Saudi visitors settle into the United States, but did so in compliance with
Muslim custom of being kind to strangers rather than out of some relationship with
Saudi intelligence.” [ASSOCIATED PRESS, 3/24/2004] Sen. Bob Graham (D-FL) had
cochaired the 9/11 Congressional Inquiry that found considerable evidence tying
these two men to two 9/11 hijackers and also to the Saudi government. When he
sees this news report, he contacts the FBI and is told the report is not correct and
that the investigation into the two men is still ongoing. A month later, FBI Director
Robert Mueller tells Graham that the report was correct, and the case has been
closed. Graham asks Mueller to speak to the two FBI agents who reached this
conclusion and find out why they reached it. He asks that he should be allowed the
same access to them that the Associated Press had been given. Both Mueller and
Attorney General John Ashcroft refuse to give clearance for the agents to speak to
Graham. Graham then writes a letter with Sen. Arlen Specter (R-PA), again asking
for clarification and the right to meet with the agents. Their request is denied.
Graham concludes that this is something it “seems that neither the FBI nor the
Bush administration wants the American people to find out about.” [GRAHAM AND
NUSSBAUM, 2004, PP. 224-227]
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June 2004: Zelikow, 9/11 Commission Team Leader Delete
Passages about Apparent Saudi Support for Hijackers from Main
Text of Final Report

In a late-night editing session, 9/11 Commission Executive Director Philip Zelikow
and Dieter Snell, head of the Commission team investigating the 9/11 plot, delete
sections of the 9/11 Commission Report linking two of the hijackers, Khalid
Almihdhar and Nawaf Alhazmi, to suspected Saudi government operatives.
Evidence of Saudi Link - The sections were drafted by two of Snell’s team
members, Mike Jacobson and Raj De, and deal with Omar al-Bayoumi, a Saudi who
had helped the two hijackers (see January 15-February 2000); Fahad al-Thumairy,
another of their associates (see June 9, 2000); cash transfers from the wife of the
Saudi ambassador in Washington to an associate of al-Bayoumi (see December 4,
1999); and a taxi driver who said he had seen the two hijackers in Los Angeles (see
2002).
Disagreement - However, Snell, a former prosecutor, is opposed to these sections,
as he thinks the hijackers’ links to Saudi intelligence are not 100 percent proven,
so it is better to leave them out. Jacobson is notified of the editing session just
before midnight; he calls De and they both go into the Commission’s offices to
discuss the material. Snell says that the final report should not contain allegations
that cannot be backed up conclusively, but Jacobson and De say demanding this
level of proof would exonerate the guilty.
Saudi Ties Moved to Endnotes - Zelikow appears sympathetic to Jacobson and De,
and had also entertained suspicions of the Saudis at one point. However, he
apparently sees his role at this late stage as that of a mediator and allows Snell to
delete the sections from the main body of the report, although Jacobson and De
are then permitted to write endnotes covering them. [SHENON, 2008, PP. 398-399]
Material unfavorable to Pakistan is also omitted from the report (see July 22,
2004).
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July 22, 2004: Saudi Embassy Says 9/11 Commission Report
Exonerates Saudi Arabia

The Saudi Embassy in Washington, DC, issues a press release highlighting portions
of the 9/11 Commission Report favorable to Saudi Arabia. It quotes Prince Bandar
as saying: “The 9/11 Commission has confirmed what we have been saying all
along. The clear statements by this independent, bipartisan commission have
debunked the myths that have cast fear and doubt over Saudi Arabia.” The press
release quotes sections of the report saying that there was no evidence the Saudi
government or top officials funded al-Qaeda, that flights for Saudis who left the
US soon after 9/11 were handled professionally (see September 14-19, 2001), and
that the Saudi government was opposed to al-Qaeda. [ROYAL EMBASSY OF SAUDI
ARABIA, WASHINGTON, DC, 7/24/2004; SHENON, 2008, PP. 416-417] Sections of the draft
report unfavorable to the Saudi government were deleted from the main text
shortly before publication of the final report (see June 2004).
Entity Tags: 9/11 Commission, Bandar bin Sultan
Category Tags: Alhazmi and Almihdhar, Bayoumi and Basnan Saudi Connection, 9/11

Commission, Saudi Arabia, 9/11 Investigations

September 7, 2004: Senator Bob Graham Claims Cover up of
Saudi Connection to Two 9/11 Hijackers

Senator Bob Graham (D-FL) alleges that the White House has covered up possible
Saudi Arabian government connections to 9/11 hijackers Nawaf Alhazmi and Khalid
Almihdhar. In an interview to promote his new book entitled Intelligence Matters,
he contends that evidence relating to these two hijackers, who lived in San Diego,
“present[s] a compelling case that there was Saudi assistance” to the 9/11 plot.
[GRAHAM AND NUSSBAUM, 2004; COPLEY NEWS, 9/7/2004] In the words of author Philip
Shenon, Graham is “convinced that a number of sympathetic Saudi officials,
possibly within the sprawling Islamic Affairs Ministry, had known that al-Qaeda
terrorists were entering the United States beginning in 2000 in preparation for
some sort of attack,” and that “Saudi officials had directed spies operating in the
United States to assist them.” [SHENON, 2008, PP. 51] Graham also concludes that
President Bush directed the FBI “to restrain and obfuscate” investigations into
these ties, possibly to protect US-Saudi relations. The San Diego Union-Tribune
notes, “Graham co-chaired the exhaustive Congressional inquiry into the Sept. 11
attacks and is privy to still-classified information about the probe.” Graham claims
that Omar al-Bayoumi and Osama Basnan are Saudi intelligence agents. He also
claims that the FBI deliberately blocked his inquiry’s attempts to interview
Abdussattar Shaikh, the FBI informant who was a landlord to the above-mentioned
hijackers (see November 18, 2002). The questions the inquiry wanted to ask Shaikh
went unanswered because of FBI maneuvering. [GRAHAM AND NUSSBAUM, 2004; COPLEY
NEWS, 9/7/2004]
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2006 and After: Some FBI Agents Believe CIA and Saudi
Intelligence Attempted to Recruit Hijackers Almihdhar and
Alhazmi

After 9/11 there was much discussion about how hijackers Nawaf Alhazmi and
Khalid Almihdhar were able to participate in an operation like 9/11, even though
they were well known to US intelligence (see, for example, January 5-8, 2000,
Early 2000-Summer 2001, and 9:53 p.m. September 11, 2001).
FBI Theory - Based on conversations with FBI agents, author Lawrence Wright
speculates on why the CIA withheld information it should have given the FBI:
“Some… members of the [FBI’s] I-49 squad would later come to believe that the
[CIA] was shielding Almihdhar and Alhazmi because it hoped to recruit them.…
[They] must have seemed like attractive opportunities; however, once they
entered the United States they were the province of the FBI. The CIA has no legal
authority to operate inside the country, although in fact, the bureau often caught
the agency running backdoor operations in the United States.… It is also possible,
as some FBI investigators suspect, the CIA was running a joint venture with Saudi
intelligence in order to get around that restriction. Of course, it is also illegal for
foreign intelligence services to operate in the United States, but they do so
routinely.” [WRIGHT, 2006, PP. 312-313]
Explanation of Acquired Visas - This theory offers a possible explanation, for
example, of how Almihdhar and Alhazmi managed to move in and out of Saudi
Arabia and obtain US visas there even though they were supposedly on the Saudi
watch list (see 1997 and April 3-7, 1999), and why a Saudi agent in the US
associated with them (see January 15-February 2000). Wright points out that
“these are only theories” but still notes that “[h]alf the guys in the Bureau think
CIA was trying to turn them to get inside al-Qaeda.” [WRIGHT, 2006, PP. 313; MEDIA
CHANNEL, 9/5/2006]

Participant Does Not Know - Doug Miller, an FBI agent loaned to the CIA who was
part of a plot to withhold the information from the FBI (see 9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
January 5, 2000), will indicate he does not know why he was ordered to withhold
the information, but that his superiors may have had a good reason for keeping it
from the FBI. Another intelligence source will claim that the CIA withheld the
information to keep the FBI away from a sensitive operation to penetrate alQaeda. [CONGRESSIONAL QUARTERLY, 10/1/2008]
CIA Wanted to Keep FBI Off Case - Another unnamed FBI agent loaned to Alec
Station before 9/11 will say: “They didn’t want the bureau meddling in their
business—that’s why they didn’t tell the FBI. Alec Station… purposely hid from the
FBI, purposely refused to tell the bureau that they were following a man in
Malaysia who had a visa to come to America. The thing was, they didn’t want… the
FBI running over their case.” [BAMFORD, 2008, PP. 20]
Similar Explanation - Wright is not the first to have made the suggestion that
Alhazmi and Almihdhar were protected for recruitment purposes. Investigative
journalist Joe Trento reported in 2003 that a former US intelligence official had
told him that Alhazmi and Almihdhar were already Saudi Arabian intelligence
agents when they entered the US (see August 6, 2003).
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