1989-2001: CIA Contractor Trains Al-Qaeda and Related A

Organizations
CIA contractor Billy Waugh trains various al-Qaeda operatives around the globe,
possibly for more than a decade. In his 2004 autobiography he will write, “I
worked right there with these al-Qaeda operatives and heard these arguments
[about the badness of US policy] firsthand many times, especially during an
assignment in Yemen.” This training must take place between 1989, when he is
hired by the CIA, and 2001, when he begins his last assignment for the agency
in Afghanistan. The reference to Yemen may indicate that Waugh worked there
during the 1994 civil war, when the US supported the religiously-oriented North
Yemen against the breakaway south (see May 21-July 7, 1994). The descriptions
of the extremists’ arguments and attitudes contained in his autobiography
indicate that Waugh, who conducted surveillance against Osama bin laden in
Sudan in the early 1990s (see February 1991- July 1992), has intimate
knowledge of the extremists. For example, he will write, “I have spoken to
some of those terrorists [from al-Qaeda and related organizations], and they
consider terror attacks against the general public their only outlet to hurt and
destroy the infidels who have wrongfully ousted them from their homes so
many years in the past.” [WAUGH AND KEOWN, 2004 17
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